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Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From

MESOTHELIOMA
After Working Around

ASBESTOS?

TOLL FREE 1-877-838-6376

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S.

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030
Houston, TX 77056-3019

www.fleming-law.com

Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with
exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing prod-
ucts. Millions of hardworking men and women in
the military that worked with and around asbestos
and asbestos-containing products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed
with mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able
to file a legal claim against the asbestos industry
and collect significant financial compensation.

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO
MONEY DAMAGESMONEY DAMAGES

CALL NOW 1-877-VET-MESO

CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-VET-MESO
(1-877-838-6376)
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CALL NOW TOLL FREE (800) 323-5055

The highly anticipated release of 
the new 2008 Gold and Silver

American Eagles is here! For a limited time you can
order these extraordinary coins at special new release
prices. . .only $94.00 for the Gold and $17.98 for the
silver. . . incredible bargains for two of America’s most
cherished coins. In addition, order today and shipping
is FREE!*

Genuine United States Legal Tender | Valued for
their breathtaking beauty and exquisite detail, both
the Gold and Silver American Eagles are among the
world’s most popular collector coins. These amazing
Eagles are the “real thing,” genuine U.S. legal tender. . .
they are not private mint issues, medals or commemo-
ratives. And because each coin is genuine U.S. legal
tender, their precious metal content (1/10 oz for the
gold and a full 1oz for the silver) is backed by the full
faith of the U.S. government. 

Your Satisfaction is Guaranteed |
“Breathtaking,” “stunning,” “impressive”...

these are just a few of the ways our customers have
described these coins from previous years. But don’t
just take our word for it. . . see for yourself. If you are
not happy with your coins for any reason call us for an
authorized return number within 10 days of receiving
the order and you will be issued a 100% refund. . .no
questions asked.

Act Now for Special New Release Price | Act quickly
to reserve your coins at the incredible price of $94.00
for the gold and $17.98 for the silver. Due to anticipated
demand, a strict limit of 5 gold coins and 20 silver coins
must be adhered to. Any rise in the price of silver or
gold could force us to withdraw this offer at any time.
Call today (800) 323-5055.

*Orders will ship upon coins official release from U.S. Mint. Credit cards will not be
charged until orders ship. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery.

ASK FOR YOUR
FREE CATALOG

IC# 2AL108

INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY

8725 EASTEX FREEWAY • BEAUMONT, TX  77708

$17.98

Coins shown larger than actual
size to show exquisite detail.  

ANNOUNCING PRE-RELEASE OFFER FOR NEW

2008 GOLD & SILVER AMERICAN EAGLES

$94.00 1 oz. $1 Silver
American Eagle

1/10 oz. $1 Gold
American Eagle
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security;  adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth.

 5 Vet Voice
 10 Commander’s Message
 12 Big Issues
 48 Rapid Fire
 60 Comrades
 64 Parting Shots
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U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 8th Marine 
Regiment, Civil Aff airs Group, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force (Forward) inspect a 
drainage canal outside Camp Ramadi, Iraq. 
U.S. Army/Spc. Kieran Cuddihy

The Majority’s Right to Rule 
Viewed from an historical perspective, 
the American people will most certainly 
win back their right to protect the fl ag.   
By Richard Parker

30

 14 Flight Risk
The Andrew Speaker case has challenged 
public-health offi  cials to re-examine the 
importance and legality of isolating the 
infected.  By Margaret Davidson

 20 Fresh Paint
Color is reappearing in the Iraqi city of 
Ar Ramadi, where a fragile peace continues 
to hold after years in the crucible of war.  
By U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Jack Robison

 38 Dad vs. Beast
Former Marine Chris Everhart didn’t have time 
to think when he took on a wild bear to 
protect his young sons.  By Rich Daigle

 42 Sen. Daniel Akaka: Bring VA Up to Date
As the second half of the 110th Congress 
opens, restructuring VA and addressing the 
claims backlog are high priorities for the 
chairman of the Senate Veterans Aff airs 
Committee.  Interview by Jeff  Stoff er

 46 ‘No Shame in Saving Lives’ 
The late Brig. Gen. Paul W. Tibbets lived long 
and without regret after dropping the bomb 
that ended World War II.
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Say farewell to the “Golden Age of Military
Small Arms”. It has drawn to a close.

Our fighting forces are entering the high-
technology “Star Wars/Land Warrior” era of “smart”
weapons tied in with back-pack computers, satellite
up-links, laser guidance and thermal imaging video
displays.

As we fondly recall this Golden Age – this era of
our lifetime – one firearm comes to mind that best
embodies the spirit of those of us who served in the
20th Century.

It’s the Colt M1911A1 .45. From 1911 to 1985 –
even in “second-life” service in recent fighting in
Iraq— it served longer than any other military small
arm in the world — past, present, or, likely, future.
And it was the most powerful issue pistol, ever. Its
passing, due to NATO standardization of 9mm, is
still bemoaned.

Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force
Now, Colt and The American Historical

Foundation are proud to issue Official Colt
Collectibles, separate firing M1911A1 .45’s, to honor
each of our Armed Forces – U.S. Army, Marine
Corps, Navy and Air Force –  in your choice of 
24-Karat Gold plating or Classic Nickel plating.

Each Tribute is issued by The American Historical
Foundation under a license arrangement with Colt’s
Manufacturing Company.

The Colt “Golden Tribute”
The 24-Karat Gold Plated Golden Tribute is a

firing Museum Piece; each gleams like a valuable
Gold nugget, as rich 24-Karat Gold plating
glistens across each mirror -polished pistol. This

Limited Edition is strictly restricted to only 500
pistols per service branch.

“Silver Tribute”– Elegant Nickel Plating
For veterans and collectors who prefer a Show

Quality yet rugged finish, the Colt Silver Tribute is
available. Each pistol is mirror polished and plated
with beautiful, yet heavy-duty, Nickel plating. The
Silver Tribute Limited Edition is strictly restricted to
only 1,000 per service branch.

Considering the many millions of Americans who
served in the Armed Forces during the “.45 era”, the
20th Century, the edition limits are highly restricted.

In each category, your pistol will meet your closest
scrutiny because it is custom finished to museum
quality, with these special features:
• Experienced gun polishers carefully burnish and

polish the steel surfaces to a mirror finish.
• Elaborate, yet traditional, military panoplies of

classical laurel leaves, banners, and historical
inscriptions are laid down in deep bas relief by
indelible acid etching along the slide.

• The symbol of the service branch honored forms
the focal point of the slide, flanked by the service
branch name, its proud motto and the four stars of
its senior, flag-rank officer. Its founding date,
etched in a yet another foliate banner, embellishes
the lower front side of the slide.

• Custom-designed, fired-enamel cloisonnés enhance
both right and left grips, displaying the initials of the
service branch honored. The color of the enamel
work is distinctive to the service branch honored.

• The custom checkered Rosewood grips add a fin-
ishing touch to the museum-quality masterpiece.

How to Reserve
The Colt Golden Tribute and Silver Tribute

Limited Edition M1911A1 .45’s are available exclu-
sively through The American Historical Foundation.
To reserve or for questions, simply call our Member
Relations staff toll free, at 1-800-368-8080, or return
the Reservation Form in the mail.

We will arrange delivery of your working pistol

through a licensed firearms dealer of your choice.

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Your satisfaction is guaranteed or you may return

your Colt pistol within 30 days for a full refund.
Each of these special Colt pistols is a tangible link

to your American past immortalized in steel for the
future, to help veterans, families and patriotic
Americans remember our military service and the
warfare we fought during this “Golden Age” – our
age – of the “.45 era” of the 20th Century.

Continue the mission . . . lest we forget.

RESERVATION
Satisfaction guaranteed or return within 30 days for a full refund.
Yes, please enter my reservation for the Colt Armed Forces Tribute(s)
selected below. I understand each is accompanied by a Certificate
of Authenticity.

U. S. Army   U. S. Marine Corps   U. S. Navy   U. S. Air Force
My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $195 per Colt pistol
is enclosed.  Please charge or invoice the balance due
prior to delivery...

Golden Tribute : in ten monthly payments of $200, or 
in full, and/or

Silver Tribute: in ten monthly payments of $180, or in full.
My full payment of $2195 per Golden Tribute and/or 

$1995 per Silver Tribute is enclosed.
Please include the wall-mounting, American Display Case, with
locking glass lid, adding one final payment of $149.
Check or money order enclosed. Virginia residents please add 5% tax.

If I cancel my reservation prior to delivery I will receive 
a full refund, less a commissioning fee of $195.

Please charge:   Visa, MC, Am. Ex. or Discover

Card No._______________________________________Exp. ________

Name________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________

City/State/Zip _______________________________________________

Daytime Telephone (______) ____________________________________

The American Historical Foundation
10195 MAPLE LEAF COURT,  ASHLAND, VA  23005

WEBSITE: AHFRICHMOND.COM 1-800-368-8080
AR029

“As these Colt .45’s pass into
public exhibits and private
collections, each is destined
for historical and collector
greatness. Each is an Official 
Colt Collectible.”

— Colt’s Manufacturing Company LLC

© AHF 
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For many veterans, their battles are far from
over. They’re stricken with mesothelioma
from exposure to ASBESTOS aboard ships
and elsewhere. Burdened with skyrocketing
medical costs, vets and their families 
need financial security. 

As former Marines, we know how to win a
fight. As seasoned attorneys, we’re here to
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady 
Law Firm have successfully represented
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide
for more than 20 years. We’ve helped them
understand their rights – and have secured
their rightful compensation. 

Trust in those who’ve served with you.
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive 
a FREE, no obligation consultation.

When training, experience and a steady 

hand really count, turn to fellow veterans.

Bud Coady
Harvard, 1979
USMC, 1979-89, 1991
Gulf War Veteran

Attorney at Law

For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org
205 PORTLAND STREET •  BOSTON, MA 02114  •  E-MAIL: info@coadylaw.com

Dave Fanikos
Harvard, 1985
USMC 1986-1989

Attorney at Law

MESOTHELIOMA VICTIMS
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The Magazine for a Strong America

The war belongs not to the 
soldier who fi ghts it but the 
entire nation. Whether or not 
we should have gone into Iraq is 
now a mute point and an 
argument that belongs to 
historians. The reality is that 
we are now there and our 
countrymen are engaged in 
battle. That means we must 
render full national support – 
far more important than 
political partisanship – to those 
we have sent to fi ght.

However, given our current 
level of manning and military 
resources, a ground war against 
Iran is simply not in our inter-
est. Pulling in our horns for a 
bit to rearm, refi t and rebuild 
may not play well to those who 
won the Cold War, but it may be 
the wisest thing to do now for 
our survival in the long run.

– Rick Fulton, Pittsburg, Kan. 

As I read Ralph Peters’ article, 
his 12 “myths” about 21st-cen-
tury war evaporate in the heat 
of happenings in the real world. 
A real piece of “Foxy” propa-
ganda, eh?

– Don Gregory, Alpha, Ky.   

Ralph Peters has presented 
relevant areas of discussion but 
appears to lay the blame for our 
shortcomings at the wrong 

doorstep. What we are experi-
encing is a crisis of leadership. 
President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent Cheney are correct that we 
must aggressively fi ght the war 
on terror, but they put our 
troops in the wrong arena. 

Allow me to clarify just a few 
of Peters’ 12 myths:

 War doesn’t change 
anything. As our troops make 
all the sacrifi ces, Bush tells 
Americans to go on living 
unchanged. How can we fi ght a 
war and not have it change our 
lives? Clearly the difference 
between this war and Vietnam 
is the fact that there is no draft.

 Victory is impossible today. 
Victory should not be using our 
troops to create a democratic 
government in Iraq. Rather, we 
should be coordinating an 
international effort to track 
down and kill terrorists. Bush 
says this is unlike any war 
we’ve fought. So why are we 
fi ghting it like previous wars? 
Rather than capture and hold, 
we should seek and destroy.

 There is no military solution. 
There is a military solution to 
the violence in Iraq, but U.S. 
troops should not be involved. 
If they leave now, it will get very 
bloody. But that will happen 
whenever we leave. Iraqis must 
determine their future.

‘ Myths of st-Century War’ 
Ralph Peters thinks and expresses 

what a great many of us war veterans 
feel (November). “Ivy League 
universities once produced heroes,” he 
wrote. Immediately I thought of Sgt. 
Hamilton Fish and Lt. William Tiff any of 
the 1898 Rough Riders, who served in 
Cuba – Fish lost his life there – and of 
Theodore Roosevelt, their headstrong 
leader. None of them, or other 
bluebloods, had to go. It was just “holding our manhood high” above comfort 
and wealth. 

Peters’ “dumbed-down” school textbooks in fact refl ect a lack of U.S. history 
in depth, relegating wars to the politically correct dustbin of history.

– Russell Rulau, Iola, Wis.
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 Our invasion of Iraq created 
our terrorist problems. Invading 
Iraq didn’t create our terrorist 
problems, but it has limited our 
ability to fi ght terrorism on a 
global scale. There is no single 
target, such as Iraq, toward 
which we can direct our efforts.

President George H.W. Bush 
made the right decision when he 
chose not to remove Saddam 
Hussein from power after the 
Gulf War. He realized Saddam 
was a buffer to more extremist 
elements in the Middle East. 

We must divert the resources 
devoted to Iraq to rebuilding our 
military, providing services to 
veterans, addressing U.S. health 
care, securing our borders and 
solidifying our support for Israel. 

– James A. Dugan, State College, Pa. 

As Ralph Peters writes, when 
restrictions are placed on 
U.S. troops, nothing good 
happens. I say shoot to kill, not 
ask some politician if it’s OK. If 
you don’t shoot the bastard in 
the cleric’s robe, he’ll shoot you. 
No more nice guy in Iraq. 

– Al Heidler, Parkland, Fla. 

Ralph Peters’ article is an 
incisive, realistic appraisal of the 
insouciant and misguided beliefs 
of the general public, oblivious 
to the crucial dimensions of the 
war on terror. 

– John O’Halloran, Glen Allen, Va. 

You need not have a Ph.D. to 
comprehend what Ralph Peters is 
saying. All that is required is a 
reasonable amount of common 
sense, along with some under-
standing of history. 

His article brings to mind 
G.K. Chesterton’s observation: 
“War is not the best way of 
settling differences; however, it 
is the only way of preventing 
their being settled for you.”

– Steve Murphy, Holtsville, N.Y. 

The Fairness Doctrine
I read about Rep. Dennis 

Kucinich’s support of the so-
called Fairness Doctrine with 
amusement (Big Issues, Novem-
ber). The real issue here is not 
fairness or diversity but conser-
vative vs. liberal. Otherwise, 
Kucinich would demand a 
balance to liberal radio programs 
such as “The Alan Colmes 
Show,” “The Ed Schultz Show” 
and Air America. There would 
also be a balance to The New 
York Times, The Washington 
Post, The Los Angeles Times, 
ABC, NBC, CNN and the rest.

How about Kucinich and other 
like-minded people listen to and 
watch what they want, and the 
rest of us will do the same? 

– Tom Benjamin, Saugerties, N.Y.

I was shocked to read 
Rep. Dennis Kucinich’s view of 
fairness in the media. 

Just review the makeup of 
U.S. industries: banking, insur-
ance, brokerage houses, steel, 
aluminum, glass, chemical and 
so on. Companies that meet the 
demands of their customers 
dominate the marketplace. 

Kucinich’s theory would 
examine whether or not failed 
companies were fairly treated in 
advertising, loan policies and 
employment practices. Did 
successful companies employ 
suffi cient minorities and people 
of different sexual orientation? 
Was payroll distribution a shared 
response to profi ts?

The government’s involvement 
in producing and disseminating 

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This is a clarifi cation to the “Sears Member Purchase Program” story that 
appeared in the Rapid Fire section of the December 2007 American Legion 
Magazine. Critical information was mistakenly edited out of the item.

The Sears Member Purchase Program, an American Legion affi  nity 
partnership, DOES NOT INCLUDE RETAIL SEARS OUTLETS. The program 
is limited to purchases made through Sears Commercial Sales.

Following is the original release, which contains accurate and complete 
information about the program. The American Legion Magazine regrets the 
error and apologizes for any inconveniences it may have caused for its 
members or for Sears.

Sears Member Purchase Program 
Remodeling? Relocating? Sears makes it easy to choose and purchase 

the latest appliances for your home through the Sears Member Purchase 
Program, The American Legion’s newest affi  nity partner.

You can also choose from other outstanding, well-known products for 
your home such as Craftsman® Garage Storage, Sealy® and Sears-O-Pedic® 
Mattresses, NordicTrack® Exercise Equipment, Craftsman® Lawn Tractors, 
Kenmore® Outdoor Grills, Televisions and more!

Available exclusively through Sears Commercial Sales, members will 
receive a private selection consultation with a Sears professionally trained 
specialist and additionally receive Preferred Affi  liate Program Pricing, 
backed by Sears’ Matching Plus Policy.

Visit an Appliance Select Center nearest you or contact Bill Gillette at 
(214) 687-8758 or wgill03@searshc.com.

Selections and purchases are not available through Sears retail or dealer 
stores.

Locate an Appliance Select Center
www.contractsales.sears.com/contactus/scs_contact_as_locations.html

When making your purchases, use Member Purchase Account No. 
CU-067849.
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TO HONOR SERVICE VETERANS AND PURPLE HEART RECIPIENTS

E X C L U S I V E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  M I L I T A R Y

EMBLEMS OF GOLD
COMMEMORATIVE VETERAN’S BIRTHSTONE RINGS

Personalized With Your Military Emblem, Birthstones, Initials and Year Dates of Service

EMBLEMS OF GOLD

JANUARY

GARNET

FEBRUARY

AMETHYST

MARCH

AQUAMARINE

APRIL

DIAMOND*

MAY

EMERALD

JUNE

PEARL

JULY

RUBY

AUGUST

PERIDOT

SEPTEMBER

SAPPHIRE

OCTOBER

ROSE ZIRCON

NOVEMBER

GOLDEN SAPPHIRE

DECEMBER

BLUE ZIRCON

We proudly present our Official United States Military Gold
Emblem Rings set with eight birthstones of your choice to

honor your service to Country!

Your Service Emblem will be sculpted in solid 10 Karat Gold and
boldly displayed on a brilliant polished stone (Black Onyx for Army,
Red for Marine Corps, Blue for other Services). Emblems are set
atop an exclusive “Pillars of Strength” Ring design crafted of solid
Sterling Silver richly finished in 22 Karat Gold.

Your initials and service years will be engraved on the
inner band, which is solid and smooth for comfort fit.
Our rings are never hollowed out. Purple Heart recipients
may have the year they received their Medal engraved. 

Thank you priced at a remarkably low $199*, our rings are not sold
in stores. An affordable payment plan is available, and if not 
satisfied, you may return your ring within 30 days for replacement
or refund–no questions asked. So, order yours today! 

FOR FASTEST DELIVERY 
CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER

1-800-255-3048
Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST 

Have ring size and credit card available.

NOTE: BEWARE OF IMITATORS WHO SELL YOU LOOK-ALIKE, UNAUTHORIZED AND INFERIOR QUALITY RINGS.  
TRUST VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES – PROUDLY SERVING AND HONORING VETERANS LIKE YOU SINCE 1987.

Birthstone names refer to color. *Genuine Diamond birthstone rings are $299*.

YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive Military Gold Emblem
Ring(s) set with my birthstones. PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN.

Army Navy Air Force Marine Corps  Coast Guard
Merchant Marine  Navy Seal  Seabee

Birthstone/Mo._________ Ring Size*:_____(use ring sizer below or consult jeweler)

My Initials (3) _____ _____ _____   Service Yrs:_________ to _________        

I am a Purple Heart Recipient. Year I received my Medal:_________
NOTE: A copy of your DD214 or other proof must be sent with your order. Thank You.

I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments of
$49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
And my satisfaction is completely guaranteed. 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)

Name ________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

City________________________________ State_____ Zip ____________
Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Daytime Phone (________) ______________________________________

* Check with jeweler or use ring sizer at left.
* Diamonds (April birthstones) add $25.00 per payment.               
* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax.
©2002-2008 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office, as sculpture.

Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives Gold Emblem Ring, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

34567891011121314 RING SIZE GUIDE
CUT THIS OUT CAREFULLY
USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER

BRSRIN-ALM0108

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES 
VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM

FREE
FLAG PIN 
WITH EVERY ORDER

Page 07



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JANUARY 20088

news is already an infringement 
on freedom of speech we’re 
supposed to be guaranteed by 
the First Amendment. Just look 
at PBS and NPR. 

– John W. Weidenhof, Lewes, Del.

Dennis Kucinich failed to point 
out that there are more than 700 
taxpayer-funded broadcasting 
outlets nationwide that meet his 
defi nition of “diverse.” If Ku-
cinich were honest he would 
also want to muzzle the print 
media. After all, they are distrib-
uted across state lines and fall 
under interstate commerce 
regulations the same as any 
other product. If you assault one 
form of freedom of the press, you 
assault them all. 

Make no mistake: if Kucinich 
gets the legislation passed, the 
Internet is next.

– Kermit Smith, Hampton, Ga. 

I listen to talk radio, including 
Rush Limbaugh and Sean 
Hannity. These stations do not 
discuss Paris Hilton’s legal 
issues. They are too busy 
covering important issues, like 
how liberals are trying to tax us 
to death. And talk radio is where 
I can hear all the news that other 
stations (ABC, CBS, PBS, etc.) 
refuse to cover. 

On talk radio, I hear what good 
things the U.S. military is 
accomplishing in Iraq. The 
“drive-by media” is too busy 
telling us about the bad things. 

Let people make their own 
choices, and let the market drive 
itself. The government needs to 
fi nd better ways to spend its time 
and our money.

– Mike McLean, Richfi eld, Minn.

‘Tropical Squeeze’
On behalf of Puerto Rican 

veterans, we want to thank Jeff 
Stoffer for his excellent article 
describing the problems suffered 
by our veteran population of 
more than 153,000 people 
(November).

It’s about time that one of 
America’s most multilayered 
bureaucracies upgrades a real 
health-care system for 
U.S. citizens who live below the 
poverty level. Puerto Rico has 
supported every confl ict since 
World War I, so it’s a shame that 
the San Juan facility ranks No. 1 
among all VA hospitals for 
physical defi ciencies.

Thank you for helping our 
voices be heard by the Legion’s 
membership and by our fellow 
Americans.
– Ivan Vega-Lassalle, Aguadilla, Puerto Rico 

‘A Vicious Cycle’
Thank you for Ken Olsen’s 

article on urban dog fi ghting 
(November), a public-health 
problem that gets only occasion-
al attention. I have run into this 
time and again as a deputy 
sheriff, narcotics agent and, most 
recently, humane and animal-
control offi cer in the South Bay 
area of San Jose, Calif. My fellow 
offi cers have to deal with vicious 
dog owners as well, going in 
unarmed where police will only 
go with backup.

Unfortunately, enforcement is 
diffi cult without the mandate of 
law. Domestic animals are 
considered property; thus, even 
vicious dog cases must be treated 
as such. Many times, a shelter is 
forced to return an animal to an 
owner because of lack of witness 

involvement in a vicious bite 
case. Behavior testing should be 
mandated before suspected 
aggressive animals are returned 
to their owners, and in vicious 
and neglect cases, laws should be 
enacted that restrict ownership 
of animals.

– Charlie Atkins, Morgan Hill, Calif.

My mother was the victim of a 
pit-bull attack while walking in 
her neighborhood in New 
Mexico. It blind-sided her and 
tore her lower leg open, and if 
two brave men hadn’t stopped 
their truck, got out and scared 
the dog away, Mom probably 
would have been mauled to 
death. She sat in a pool of blood, 
waiting for the ambulance the 
men called.

Nothing of any legal signifi -
cance transpired. The county 
and city obviously do not care 
about dog control. Mom doesn’t 
go on walks anymore. She is 
afraid of legal and/or social 
repercussions. 

How is this different from a 
serious assault by a person?  

– Josh Nims, Waco, Texas  

‘The Worst and Best  Months’
I just read the excellent article 

by Chaplain Lt. Col. Douglas 
Etter, about his service in Iraq 
(November). As a retired Navy 
chaplain who served with a 
Marine battalion in Vietnam, 
and as a hospital corpsman 
during the Korean War, I found 
“Quiet Conversations” especially 
moving. My prayers are for our 
troops in harm’s way. 

Godspeed, and keep up the 
good work.  

– Clark A. Tea, Cathedral City, Calif.

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206
magazine@legion.org
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“My Hoveround gives me the Freedom and
Independence to do the things that I love
to do.”

~Chet Perkins, Retired US Army
& Hoveround Owner 

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT
HOVEROUND!
Not all power chairs are the same.

WOULDN’T YOU LIKE TO EXPERIENCE THE
“MADE IN AMERICA” DIFFERENCE? If you 
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We are so confident that you will be completely satisfied
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a FREE information kit and FREE test
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REGAIN YOUR INDEPENDENCE TODAY!
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“The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years 
or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged …”

26th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

In 2006, six out of 10 eligible Americans didn’t bother to exercise their 
right to vote. In an election year fi lled with hotly contested congres-

sional races that ultimately shifted the balance of power in Congress, 
turnout wasn’t even lukewarm.

Granted, it was a midterm year, without a presidential race to fi re up 
the electorate. But the participation level also was symbolic of the 
semiconscious state of political awareness and engagement too many 
Americans have assumed since the 1960s. Even with spikes every four 
years for the presidential elections, voter turnout has followed a trou-
bling trajectory in recent decades, rarely exceeding 60 percent even 
when there’s a controversy on the ballot. Last November, one municipal 
election in Texas reported a 6.73-percent turnout of registered voters.

Some would argue that American disenfranchisement is nothing more 
than a myth built on skewed statistics that overestimate the number of 
eligible voters. Some believe that pre-election polls too often predeter-
mine outcomes, and that early reporting of results across the time zones 
keeps voters home. In some communities, however, the problem can be 
pinned on such routine matters as a shortage of volunteers to work at 
the polls, time constraints for busy families and, worst of all, lack of 
knowledge about who or what to vote for.

That’s where we come in.
As the 2008 election year unfolds, The American Legion will lead 

a nonpartisan nationwide campaign called “Vote America ’08.”
The program addresses voter participation from three directions:
 At the local post level, the program will key on voter registration, 

coordination of community election forums and “meet-the-candidate” 
nights, poll-worker volunteerism, and generally making it as easy and 
convenient as possible to participate in the democratic process.

 At the state level, American Legion departments will help organize 
and promote election forums and candidate debates to improve public 
knowledge of the issues and awareness of candidate positions.

 Nationally, the Legion will work hard this year to educate and moti-
vate voters, particularly on issues relevant to the organization’s resolu-
tions and principles, such as veterans health care and benefi ts, home-
land security, fl ag protection and national defense.

For over a half-century, since the passage of Resolution 136 at the 
1952 National Convention, The American Legion has made a high 
priority of strong voter knowledge and turnout. The concern imparted 
in that resolution – “whereas, our democratic republic is threatened by 
an apathetic populace who choose not to participate in our country’s 
electoral process” – is the same today as it was then, when American 
troops were, as they are today, risking their lives and spilling their blood 
in foreign lands where tyrannies of the past have feared little more than 
the idea of free elections.

Turnout turnaround depends on us

MEMORANDA

VOTE AMERICA ’08  
American Legion posts looking 
for guidance on their voter-
participation programs can go to 
www.legion.org to download 
support material, or they can 
request booklets by e-mail or in 
writing:

pr@legion.org

Vote America ’08
Public Relations Division
American Legion National 
Headquarters
P.O. Box 1055
Indianapolis, IN  46206

NEW MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVES 
National Commander Marty 
Conatser will award his national 
commander’s pin to any 
American Legion 
family member 
who signs up at 
least three new 
members during 
this membership 
year. Six or more 
new members will 
earn the recruiter a cap bag.

A new member is defi ned as any 
eligible person who joins The 
American Legion during the 2008 
membership year and who was 
not a member of The American 
Legion during the 2007 
membership year. The program 
will end June 30, 2008.

National Commander 
Marty Conatser
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to own these gold coins at this price. 
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these coins even more attractive.

Don’t Miss 
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Order Now!

Consider that the num-

ber of U.S. coin collectors has

sharply risen to over 50 mil-

lion today, you may never

get a second chance to take

advantage of this opportu-

nity. Order now while 

our limited supplies last.

Buy more and save! Due 

to our limited supply of

these coins, we must issue a

strict limit of 10 coins per

customer. Why pay $599 or

more for similar coins? Prices and

orders subject to availability, so call

today. Your satisfaction is assured by our

30-day money-back guarantee.

Rare Hoard of 100-Year-Old U.S. Gold Coins Released to Public

As low as

$495 ea.

Shown larger than actual size 
of 27 mm in diameter

$ per coin shipping total

1 Liberty Coin $550 $15 S&H $565

3 Liberty Coins $535 FREE! $1,605
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10 Liberty Coins $495 FREE! $4,950
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© 2007 New York Mint

Order More & Save
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Advanced government surveillance 

Sen. Kit Bond, R-Mo.
 Bond serves as vice chairman of 

the Senate Intelligence Committee.

SUPPORT
Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif.

 Lofgren serves on the Committee 
on Homeland Security.

OPPOSE

Today’s terrorists take full advantage of technol-
ogy to stay one step ahead of U.S. law enforcement 
and intelligence services. Our laws, including the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), 
predate many of the technologies we all take for 
granted today. Until Congress 
updated FISA by passing the 
Protect America Act (PAA) in 
August, we were unable to 
conduct critical surveillance of 
foreign terrorists planning to 
conduct attacks inside the 
United States.

Critics of PAA have managed 
to take the American public’s attention off the 
terrorist threat by exaggerating risks to the consti-
tutional liberties of law-abiding Americans. 
These claims are baseless. The Protect America 
Act does not allow the abuse of Americans’ rights 
to freely communicate with friends, family or 
colleagues overseas. 

It is disappointing that fearmongers are spread-
ing false rumors about this important legislation.  
The Protect America Act has not opened the door 
to warrantless searches of Americans’ computers, 
homes, or medical or library records.  

The Protect America Act does not permit domes-
tic targeting of electronic surveillance at Ameri-
cans without a court order. In fact, a court order 
must be sought before any person – foreign or 
American – can be targeted for electronic surveil-
lance within the United States.  

Our nation remains under serious threat of 
attack by al-Qaeda and other terrorist organiza-
tions. Daily we ask members of our armed forces 
to risk their lives fi ghting terrorists overseas. How, 
then, could we refuse to give intelligence opera-
tives the ability to analyze data that would allow 
them to take out these terrorists before they 
succeed in killing Americans?

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

The U.S. government has a duty to keep its 
citizens safe and secure, and Congress has the 
responsibility to ensure that the executive branch 
is given the resources and tools it needs to 
accomplish that mission. But the Protect America 

Act (PAA), which amends 
our nation’s surveillance 
laws, is not the right tool.

The PAA, which the Bush 
administration characterizes 
as a technology update, 
replaces the warrant re-
quirement and court-review 
process in the Foreign 

Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) with a set of 
secret procedures to govern when and how the 
administration can engage in surveillance activi-
ties inside the United States. In reality, the PAA 
has little to do with technology and a lot to do 
with an administration that doesn’t respect 
co-equal branches of government. 

Perhaps the chief defect of the PAA is sloppi-
ness. The Bush administration has admitted that 
the law, which supposedly governs only electron-
ic surveillance, might be interpreted to authorize 
the warrantless disclosure of U.S. citizens’ 
business and medical records. Rather than fi xing 
the law, the administration has pledged to never 
put forward such a “strained” reading of the PAA. 
In assessing that pledge, keep in mind this 
administration’s track record, including visits by 
White House staff to then-Attorney General John 
Ashcroft’s hospital bed to coerce his approval of 
an illegal wiretap program. 

We need to modernize FISA and remove 
unnecessary procedural hurdles. But FISA court 
review of domestic communications involving 
U.S. citizens is not an unnecessary procedural 
hurdle. It is a constitutional safeguard of our 
most basic rights.  

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

Supporters of the Protect America Act 
say it updates the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act, or FISA. Critics call it 

the “Police America Act,” alleging it 
could be interpreted to allow warrantless 

monitoring of law-abiding Americans.  
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FLIGHT RISK
Debate lingers over the isolation of infected U.S. travelers.

BY MARGARET DAVIDSON

The odyssey of Andrew Speaker, the Atlanta 
lawyer infected with a dangerous type of 

tuberculosis resistant to many standard treat-
ments, was a dramatic reminder last summer 
that today’s world really is an increasingly inter-
connected global village where one country’s germ 
has the potential of quickly becoming another 
country’s epidemic.

Fortunately, Speaker’s fl ights on commercial 
airlines didn’t seem to spread the disease to 
others, here or abroad, despite multiple snafus 
associated with the incident. The case, however, 
did raise signifi cant concerns about the ability 
of the United States to control epidemics in a 
vulnerable era when extensively drug-resistant 
TB, avian fl u and severe acute respiratory syn-
drome (SARS), as well as bioterrorism, all loom 
as possible threats.

The Speaker incident “exposed a disturbing 
picture of the federal government’s ability to 
respond to a known public-health incident and 
protect our homeland security,” Sens. Joe Lieber-
man, Susan Collins and Hillary Clinton wrote in a 
letter to the Government Accountability Offi ce, 
calling for a review of U.S. government response. 
“We should never again have a situation where 
delays and failures in communication between the 
federal government, other domestic public-health 
offi cials and relevant commercial entities lead to 
needless exposure and risk.”

Speaker’s saga began in March, when he was 
diagnosed with tuberculosis. At one point, doctors 
thought he had the rare – and often fatal – exten-
sively drug-resistant, or XDR, form of the disease, 

but subsequent tests determined it was a less 
dangerous, but still very serious, multi-drug-resis-
tant, or MDR, type.

Accounts vary as to what county health authori-
ties said in advising him to cancel the European 
trip he had planned for his wedding and honey-
moon. Speaker says he was told he was not a 
threat to anyone. The health authorities, mean-
while, claim they spoke with him and urged him 
to forgo the trip, then tried to deliver a written 
notice to him May 11-13 letting him know that he 
risked harming others and himself if he proceeded 
with his plans. By then, he was out of the country. 

Not only did Speaker fail to cancel his trip, he 
left ahead of schedule – on May 12, fl ying from his 
hometown of Atlanta to Paris, along with about 
430 other passengers and 18 crew members.

Paris was only his fi rst stop. He continued on, 
taking fl ights to Athens, then a Greek island, 
Rome, Prague and eventually Montreal. From 
there, he took a car across the border back into 
the United States.

Federal health offi cials made attempts while 
Speaker was abroad to bring his journey to a halt, 
but they were unsuccessful. So, too, was their 
attempt to stop him at the border. Though the 
customs offi cer at the Champlain, N.Y., crossing 
had received notifi cation that he should be de-
tained, he apparently decided that Speaker didn’t 
appear sick and let him pass.

A picture of the smiling young man with 
his beautiful new bride blanketed the media 
last summer, making it easy to forget the danger 
of his disease. 
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Only 49 U.S. cases of the extremely drug-resis-
tant form of tuberculosis were reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention be-
tween 1992 and 2006. However, CDC Director Julie 
L. Gerberding warned in a statement prepared for 
a congressional hearing on the case that “XDR TB 
will continue to pose a serious risk to the U.S. as 
long as it exists anywhere.”

The critical importance of preventing its spread 
was emphasized in a commentary in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association. “The issuance 
in 2006 by the World Health Organization of a 
global alert about XDR-TB underscores the harsh 
reality that XDR-TB has the potential to transform 
a once-treatable infection into an infectious 
disease as deadly, if not more so, than TB (was) at 
the beginning of the 20th century,” physician 
Howard Markel and lawyers Lawrence O. Gostin 
and Daniel P. Fidler wrote.

Speaker’s form of tuberculosis offers more 
hopeful options for treatment than he would have 
had under his previous diagnosis. But success is 
not guaranteed. Patients generally must take 
drugs for 18 to 24 months, and in-patient costs 
can average $500,000. The cure rate is 70 to 
80 percent under the best of conditions, but 
generally only about half are cured. 

To try to help ensure his recovery, Speaker 
opted to have a diseased portion of his lung 
removed at the renowned National Jewish Medical 
and Research Center in Denver, where he was 
treated while in isolation ordered by authorities 
after his return to the United States.

Federal offi cials call Speaker’s case an unusu-
al situation in that he failed to cooperate with 
authorities. Francisco Averhoff, chief of the 
Quarantine and Border Health Services branch 
of the CDC, says he thinks CDC personnel in-
volved in the case worked properly by functioning 
under “a covenant of trust” with the patient. 
However, he says, “In a very rare event, I think 
it caught public health off guard when that 
trust was violated.”

Offi cials point to changes that are in the works 
to allow them to better respond to future incidents, 
Averhoff added.

A renewed need to control epidemics has been 
confronting public-health personnel with new 
challenges in separating ill individuals, as well as 
those with whom they have been in contact, from 
the general public. 

Procedures for restricting both sets of individu-
als were in the past often referred to as “quaran-
tine.” Now “isolation” is the term for handling the 

Offi  cials struggle to keep infected patients 
from endangering others 

Robert Daniels sat in a Phoenix jail for months of 
solitary confi nement with no view of the outside, video 
cameras recording him 24 hours a day, and no walking 
or other exercise beyond his room, according to his 
legal complaint.

But Daniels was not a convicted criminal. The 28-year-
old man is a TB patient with a multi-drug-resistant strain 
of the disease. He ended up in the jail ward of the 
Maricopa Medical Center because he didn’t wear a mask 
in public as ordered by authorities trying to protect 
others from being infected.

“He was deprived of many things that a patient 
should get,” says Daniel J. Pochoda, legal director of 
the American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona and 
co-counsel in Daniels’ lawsuit against Maricopa County.

Daniels was later admitted for treatment at a Denver 
hospital after a court ordered him transferred. The 
county’s treatment of the TB patient was unusual, 
Pochoda says. In fact, experts report that few patients fail 
to comply with health-care recommendations. However, 
occasionally – as in the cases of Daniels and Andrew 
Speaker, the Atlanta lawyer who traveled to Europe and 
Canada after he was diagnosed with multi-drug-resistant 
TB – authorities feel they must act without hesitation to 
protect the public. It’s often a matter of balancing 
individual freedom and the public good.

Authorities will typically isolate patients by confi ning 
them to their homes and posting notices forbidding 
anyone from entering or leaving. Sometimes they 
prohibit activities like attending school or working at 
jobs involving food preparation. However, many 
authorities can confi ne individuals to hospitals or jails.

Failure to take prescribed medicine has landed some 
patients in jail. Completing the drug regimen is critical 
not only for the patients but for the public. Resistance to 
drugs can develop when the regimen is not completed, 
and others can be infected. 

The widespread use of so-called “directly observed 
therapy” (DOT) has greatly decreased the use of 
detention in New York City, site of more than a third of 
the United States’ extensively drug-resistant cases. There, 
health-care workers watch patients take their medication 
to ensure compliance. In California, which has the 
country’s highest per-capita rate of TB cases of various 
types, about 80 percent of TB patients are subject to 
surveillance. 

“It’s very labor-intensive,” says Sarah Royce, chief of the 
TB Control Branch of the California Department of 
Health. However, DoH saves money in the long term 
when fewer patients need to be treated, she says.

But California is using carrots as well as sticks to ensure 
patients get their treatments. “We use lots of incentives 
and enablers,” Royce says. Among them are meals, bus 
tokens for appointments and shelter for homeless 
patients. “We’ll do whatever it takes.”
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infected person, and “quarantine” is the procedure 
imposed upon a sick individual’s contacts.

A maze of state, local and federal laws dictate 
how these procedures are handled. Generally, 
federal authorities don’t get involved except in 
cases like Speaker’s, when the individual enters 
the country or interstate issues are involved. The 
order to isolate Speaker was the fi rst isolation or 
quarantine order federal authorities had issued 
since 1963. Sometimes federal and state quarantine 
authorities overlap – for instance, in the case of 
authority over passengers on a plane arriving in a 
large U.S. city from a foreign country.

Frequently, state and local authorities must try 
to follow outdated regulations in need of change. 
Many state laws are 40 to 100 years old and have 
failed to keep up with the latest scientifi c develop-
ments, health threats and societal attitudes. But 
that may change. 

“In light of recent threats, states have begun to 
reconsider quarantine authority within their 
emergency-response systems,” Markel, Gostin and 
Fidler wrote. In response to the anthrax incidents 
in 2001, the Model State Emergency Health Powers 
Act was drafted and has since been adopted as 
law, in whole or in part, in at least 38 states.

Expert opinions vary about how well the law 
handles a major issue in a democratic society: how 
to protect the public without jeopardizing individ-
ual rights. The model law authorizes temporary 
isolation or quarantine without notice if delays 
would signifi cantly jeopardize controlling the 
spread of the disease. For continuation of the 
restriction, authorities must within 10 days peti-
tion for a court order. Isolation and quarantine 
restrictions on the individuals are limited to 
30 days, with provisions for extensions.

Even so, regulations continue to vary consider-
ably from state to state. For example, in most states 
authorities can initiate restrictions by issuing 
public-health orders. In other states, an individual 
can’t be detained without a court order. Differ-
ences also exist as to which diseases can result in 
isolation or quarantine. 

At the federal level, authorities can only restrict 
individuals associated with diseases for which 
authorization has been created by order of the 
president. In addition to TB, those ailments are 
cholera, diphtheria, plague, smallpox, yellow fever, 
viral hemorrhagic fevers, SARS and the type of 
infl uenza that can cause a pandemic.

Critics have questioned whether the federal law 
is constitutional, since it does not ensure individu-
als a right to a hearing before isolating them. The 

CDC did include a right to a hearing in its isolation 
order for Speaker, but he opted not to ask for one. 

His case signifi cantly elevated public debate 
about whether federal authorities can prevent 
an infectious person from leaving the country. 
CDC Director Gerberding said during a media 
update on the case that the center is examining 
whether or not it needs additional statutory 
authority to deal with someone like Speaker, 
who wished to leave the country.

Also in the works – slowly – are proposed 
changes that might have helped combat problems 
authorities had in quickly locating passengers on 
the planes to advise them about their possible 
exposure. They would require airlines and ocean 
liners arriving from foreign countries to maintain 
detailed contact information for passengers and 
crew and to submit those lists electronically to the 
CDC if requested. However, the CDC proposed the 
changes to its quarantine rules back in Novem-
ber 2005 in response to the threat of a fl u pandem-
ic, and though the period for receiving comments 
ended on March 1, 2006, action has lagged since 
then. Airlines opposed the changes, citing the 
additional cost involved in providing the data. 

Privacy is also a concern. Among the informa-
tion collected, though on a voluntary basis, 
would be names of traveling companions and 
e-mail addresses.

The need for faster access to passenger informa-
tion was dramatically demonstrated during the 
SARS outbreak in 2003. Authorities were unable 
to use paper copies of airline manifests and 
customs information in time to notify passengers 
potentially exposed to SARS within the 10-day 
incubation period.

Also in progress is increasing the number of 
quarantine stations at airports and other major 
entry spots into the country, and adding staff and 
training. A perception in the 1970s that microbial 
threats had been brought under control led to the 
dismantling of much of the system.

The Speaker incident “reinforces the need to 
advance our efforts to modernize our Quarantine 
and Migration Health System and update federal 
quarantine regulations,” Gerberding said in her 
statement prepared for Congress. “We believe the 
lessons learned from this case will improve HHS 
(Health and Human Services)/CDC’s ability to 
protect the nation’s health in our ever-changing 
global environment.” 

Margaret Davidson is a writer specializing in 
coverage of medical issues.
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Just over a year ago, my platoon boarded a 
plane in Kuwait for my fi rst trip into Iraq. We 
were bound for Al Taqaddum Airfi eld, and after 

a few days there would be fl ying to Camp Corregi-
dor, on the eastern edge of Ar Ramadi. More than 
half of my soldiers had already spent a year in 
Ramadi with the 1-503rd Infantry (we were later 
re-designated 1-9 Infantry 
at Fort Carson, Colo.), and 
we knew what we were in 
for.

We had spent the previ-
ous year training as hard as 
we could. Starting with the 
basics – discipline, marks-
manship, fi rst aid and 
physical training – we 
threw more and more 
complicated situations at 
ourselves until company 
and combined arms 
live-fi re exercises were 
normal. If we needed 
something, we found a way 
to get it. If we didn’t have a 
range complex enough for 
us, we built it. If there was 
a piece of gear that might 
make us marginally more lethal or better protected 
in combat, we bought it. 

Once our fi ghting ability was beyond question, 
we started to focus on the fi ner points of modern 
warfare that would allow us to accomplish our 
overall mission. Without the tools to rebuild and 
reverse the chaos, we could never be more than 
partially successful, so we trained on how to 
gather our own intelligence on the ground, how to 
exploit that intelligence, how to work with other 
units and other services, and how to avoid cultural 
problems that would alienate the people and 
compound our diffi culties. We learned how to 
open doors with respect if we could, and how to 
open them with demolitions and shotguns if we 

Infantry sergeant bears witness 
to Ramadi’s historic transformation.

BY U.S. ARMY SGT. 1ST CLASS JACK ROBISON

ATTACK LEVELS were on 
a downward trend between 
June and late October 2007 
and were at their lowest levels 
since January, according to 
Lt. Gen. Raymond Odierno, 
commander, Multi-National 
Corps Iraq, and Iraqi Lt. Gen. 
Abud Qanbar, commander, 
Baghdad Operational 
Command. At a briefi ng, they 
reported that IED attacks were 
down by 60 percent, with a 
notable decrease in lethality. 
Iraqis were able to celebrate 
the Muslim holiday marking 
the end of Ramadan in parks, 
restaurants and streets due to 
decreased violence.

Infantry sergeant bears witness 
to Ramadi’s historic transformation.

FRESH PAINT
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couldn’t. We learned how to transition between 
cautious dialogue one minute and explosive 
violence the next.

At that time, Ramadi was still one of the most 
vicious fi ghts in Iraq, a rubbled city of more than 
250,000 people, primarily Sunni, and a traditional 
stronghold of al-Qaeda and several other hardcore 
insurgent groups. The police force had all either 
quit or been killed. The Iraqi Army and a battalion 
from the 101st Airborne were under siege in their 
camps with only a few roads in the sector that 
could be consistently traveled, even in armored 
vehicles. Entire districts of the city hadn’t seen 
U.S. soldiers on the ground in months.

I read once that war can be defi ned as long 
periods of boredom punctuated by short bursts of 
terror, or something to that effect. In reality, the 
periods of boredom weren’t all that long here. 
Between October and March, we were fi ghting 
somewhere in the city nearly every day. My 
platoon was in contact three or four times a week 

at a minimum for a while, 
usually more often when we 
were downtown at OP Eagle’s 
Nest, and it was fairly 
common for the battalion to 
have several fi ghts going on 
at once. Our headquarters 
became very good at juggling 
tanks, aircraft and indirect 
fi re, and handling multiple 
situations simultaneously in 
a snarl of tense radio traffi c.

Six months ago, we knew we had turned a 
corner in our efforts to dislodge al-Qaeda from its 
traditional stronghold in Ar Ramadi. For Task 
Force 1-9, the tipping point might have been the 
house-by-house clearance of the insurgent-infested 
Malaab and Al Iskan districts. One of the most 
signifi cant actions was sending our soldiers to the 
aid of a local sheik who found himself and his 
tribe in a gunfi ght with al-Qaeda. 

That night literally turned into a game of “shirts 
and skins.” With no way to distinguish between 
the sheik’s people and the insurgents, and with 
everyone running around shooting in the dark, we 
had to revert to the old pick-up football game 
method of telling people apart, and had the sheik’s 

SUNNI AND SHIITE LEADERS 
from the southwestern Baghdad 
neighborhoods of al Jihad and al Furat 
recently signed an important 
reconciliation agreement. Iraqi offi  cials 
visited the group and agreed to help 
restore operations at al Furat hospital, 
improve local delivery of oil, return 
the sewage station to working order 
and restore a local mosque.

DoD
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guys take off their shirts. As the saying goes, 
“If it’s stupid, but it works, it’s not stupid.”

That gesture of support, combined with our 
history of seeking out and engaging local leadership 
who could infl uence the population, indirectly led 
to a chain reaction of sheiks who, faced with an 
either/or decision, threw their lot in with the 
coalition and began to support our efforts to rebuild 
the police force and get the local government back 
on its feet. After a series of operations that cleared 
virtually every house in central and eastern Rama-
di, assisted by an increasingly competent Iraqi army 
and the fi rst group of trained policemen in over a 
year, the ultra-violence that had permeated Ar Ra-
madi for several years just stopped.

To say that the silence was deafening wouldn’t be 
far off the mark. After fi ghting so consistently, for 
so long, I don’t think anybody really believed that 
the fragile peace could last for long. Where a day 
without signifi cant violence had been an exception 
in the past, now the days stretched into a tense 
week, and then a month, until it became more and 
more obvious that this might not be a coincidence. 
Not that there weren’t isolated incidents of vio-
lence; there were six small-arms attacks in our area 
in May, and we found 12 IEDs, although none of 
them detonated. But when you consider the fact 
that between February and March, our two busiest 
months, there were a total of 43 IED strikes, 
another 119 IEDs 
found before they 
detonated, 144 en-
emy attacks with 
small-arms fi re 
and 56 RPGs fi red 
at us, the change 
in environment 
was almost 
disorienting. 

The trend has 
continued down-
ward without 
exception. In September – the fi rst month of 
Ramadan, traditionally marked by a serious spike 
in violence here – we found one IED that did not 
detonate. That’s it. No small arms, no RPGs, no 
IED strikes. So far in October, as I write this, there 
have been none.

Task Force 1-9 wasted no time taking advantage 
of the more permissive environment. There had 
already been signifi cant and ongoing political, 
civic and social efforts to change Ramadi for the 
better, but Lt. Col. Chuck Ferry, Col. John Charlton 
(commander of the 3rd Infantry Division’s 1st Bri-

gade, operating on the western side of the city), 
and others now had a small window of opportu-
nity to try to sustain what had been started. 

Civil Affairs. When the battle is going on, destruc-
tion is part of our business. We do what we can not 
to cause unnecessary damage, but when thousands 
of bullets are fl ying and massive explosions are just 
another part of clocking in, a few windows are 
bound to get broken, to say the least. The differ-
ence between us and the insurgents, who couldn’t 
seem to care less what they destroy, is that we 

follow the you-break-it-you-buy-it rule. If 
the infantry is the tip of the spear 
during a hot war, it can be said that civil 
affairs is the tip of the spear – or shovel 
or bucket loader – after the hot war 
cools down. These soldiers work hard 
during the fi ghting, clearing sectors 
while attached to the infantry, working 
with local institutions and assisting the 
population. But they really step up once 
the dust settles. After assessing the 
sewage, water, electrical, academic and 
trash situations, they begin to prioritize 

and plan the reconstruction of the city.
For soldiers of B Company, 486th Civil Affairs 

Battalion, a reserve unit out of Tulsa, Okla., the 
establishment of Civil Military Operations Centers, 
or CMOCs, became one of their most prominent 
missions. The CMOC is the most common point of 
contact for the local population in need of assis-
tance or looking for some restitution for destroyed 
or damaged property. In addition to helping the 
Iraqis, the battalion helped us by providing better 
answers for disgruntled civilians.

When an Iraqi starts fl ailing his arms and 

THE LARGEST CACHE of explosively 
formed penetrators, or EFPs, ever discovered 
in a single location was reported after a 
concerned citizen tipped off  coalition forces.  
The cache included more than 120 fully 
assembled EFPs and more than 150 copper 
disks of four diff erent sizes used in making 
EFPs. It also included 600-plus pounds of C4 
and other explosive materials, mortar rounds 
of various caliber, 107 mm rockets, mortar 
tubes and claymore-type mines. 
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talking 1,000 miles an hour while pointing to 
a .50-caliber bullet hole in his Mercedes, an 
infantry platoon doesn’t have any way to fi x his 
problem on the spot. Directing him to the CMOC, 
where he can talk to interpreters and soldiers who 
are accustomed to handling these types 
of situations, allows us to move on with 
our primary mission while still building 
some good will for the long run. In a 
society all too accustomed to injustice, a 
situation like this can highlight the 
difference between us and the enemy.

In addition to establishing the CMOC, 
civil-affairs teams coordinate with local 
leaders to establish or repair civic and 
government systems and restore the 
basic needs of civilization to the local 
population. For a good civil-affairs team, this 
doesn’t always mean throwing money onto the fi re 
and taking the easy way out. The Iraqis are always 
willing to accept coalition money, but sometimes 
the less obvious solution is the better one.

Recently, when two local leaders requested a new 
water-treatment plant be built in their area, they 
were directed to the 486th CA. Instead of writing a 
blank check, Master Sgt. Charles Smith of Stillwa-
ter, Okla., went out to do an assessment. He 
discovered that the locals already had a $2 million 
treatment plant; it just wasn’t working. After 
inspecting the plant to determine the source of the 
problem, he realized the people didn’t need a new 
plant; they just needed additional diesel fuel to run 
the generators at the existing plant. Once the root 
of the problem was addressed, the Iraqis had their 
plant without wasting unnecessary U.S. tax dollars. 

A sure way to cultivate trouble is to have multi-
tudes of young men hanging around without 

gainful employment. One of the fi rst orders of 
business was to begin a job-creation program, and 
invest the working-age population in Ramadi. Both 
the CA team and company commanders were 
encouraged to be proactive in starting work 
projects that would both benefi t the local popula-
tion and provide work, bringing reconstruction 
money into the economy and giving some military-
age males an incentive to stay on the right track.

One of the biggest misconceptions is that if a 
senior commander looks at a PowerPoint slide and 
sees a huge amount of money spent in an area, that 
always equals huge results. Money spent for the 
sake of spending money is equated by 1st Lt. Mor-
gan Ashworth, a Ph.D. candidate at Oklahoma State 
University when he is not on active duty, to the 
method of marksmanship sometimes used by 
low-level insurgents in Iraq: “If you shove an AK-47 
around a corner and spray 100 bullets, that’s not 

the same as 
aiming carefully 
and hitting 
10 targets with 10 
bullets.” By care-
fully targeting the 
money spent, and 
considering 
second- and 
third-order effects, 
you’re going to see 
a much better 

result without wasting precious resources.
Weaning the Iraqis from dependence on 

U.S. guidance and assistance is just as important 
as weaning them from U.S. money. If they get used 
to taking the easy route and asking the Americans 
to do things for them, they never learn to use their 
own government systems and follow the proper 
channels to get projects off the ground. 

As in so many other things, it starts with boots 
on the ground. “The average Iraqi citizen wants 
our presence more than our presents,” he said. 
“Of course, they’ll take our presents, too.” 

Intangible benefi ts matter. A U.S. soldier wearing 
80 pounds of gear, bristling with weapons and 
night vision, covered head to toe with dark sun-
glasses, gloves and armor, can be an intimidating 
presence in a man’s home. Once security is estab-
lished, it is vital that the leaders on the ground 
reveal their humanity. 

Taking off their eye protection and Kevlar when 

Lance Cpl. Julio I. Perez speaks with a local Iraqi farmer. 
Perez is a rifl eman with 2nd Squad, 2nd Platoon, India 
Company, 3rd Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment. DoD

SINCE THE TROOP SURGE BEGAN 
last spring, coalition and Iraqi security forces 
have uncovered no fewer than eight separate 
al-Qaeda media offi  ces and cells, captured or 
killed 24 al-Qaeda propaganda cell members, 
and discovered 23 terabytes of information, 
leaving offi  cials to believe al-Qaeda’s ability to 
spread propaganda has been reduced by as 
much as 80 percent, according to Navy Rear 
Adm. Gregory J. Smith, communications chief 
for Multi-National Force Iraq.
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How Does the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ Work?
Enjoy the benefits of passive exercise—just lie down, place your 

ankles on the ankle rest and let the machine do the work. 

When you turn the machine on, it creates a 2 inch, right to 
left movement that gently moves the body back and forth. 

This gentle swinging motion cycles up through 
the whole body, creating an exercise movement 

without stress or impact on the joints. 

Receive some of the 
benefits of aerobic 

exercise without stress 
or impact on the joints!

 Stress
 Headaches
 High Blood Pressure
 Arthritis
 Fibromyalgia
 Joint Pain

 Stiff Muscles
 Poor Circulation
 Insomnia
 Sleep Apnea

 These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases.

Oxygenation of the blood

Increase circulation 
throughout the body

Relaxation of the back muscles

Helps relieve stiffness 
from head to toe

 Constipation
 Back Pain
 Diabetes
 Neuropathy
 Edema

If you suffer from

Features
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15 pounds
• 15" wide x 13.5" 

deep x 9.5" high
• FDA Class 1 

Registered
• ETL Approval
• 5-speed operation
• 2 pre-programmed 

selections
—one for relaxation 
and one for energizing

• Heavy duty, high 
torque DC motor

• Wide cushioned 
ankle rest

• 16 minute digital 
timer with safety 
shut-off 

• 4 year parts and 
labor warranty

You will enjoy using 
the Exerciser 2000 

™

Increased mobility

Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations
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After using the Exerciser 2000 

Elite™ twice a day for one 

week the swelling in my ankles 

went away. It has also helped 

my breathing, as I can get 

out and walk without having 

to stop and catch my breath! 

Thank you. —Shirley H., Florida

After having a stroke, I could no 
longer exercise the way I used to. 
As a result, I developed edema. A 
friend of mine introduced me to 
the Exerciser 2000 Elite™. I loved 
it and I purchased one for myself. 
After using the machine daily 
for a few weeks, my symptoms 
of edema were completely gone. 
I now use the machine twice a 
day for 16 minutes each time on 
speed 3. What a wonderful way to 
exercise.—Robert M.

I am in my late 80’s and have diabetes. 
The first thing I noticed when I 
started using my machine was that 
my feet were warm when I went to 
bed. They were always ice cold before. 
Because one of my problems is poor 
circulation, I use the machine three 
times a day for 10 minutes each; in 
the morning, late afternoon and just 
before bed. I almost forgot to mention 
that I have not been able to lift my 
arms above my head. Now I can do it. 
You think that’s no big deal until you 
can’t do it anymore. —Ralph K.

As a Chiropractor, I would 
like to say that the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ enables people to 
benefit themselves at home. It 
is a valuable asset in moving 
lymph fluid, oxygenating the 
blood, increasing immune 
system function, maintaining 
mobility in the spine, and 
additionally freeing up a spine 
that has become stiff and 
arthritic. —Garry Gorsuch, D.C.

I had suffered with sleep apnea 
for many years and had been 
taking drugs for it. I was told I 
would have to use a breathing 
apparatus. In the meantime, I 
was introduced to the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ and decided to 
purchase one. Within two 
weeks, I was sleeping more 
deeply and restfully than ever 
before. —David B.

My husband and I have been into natural 

products all of our lives but nothing has 

ever affected us like the Exerciser 2000 

Elite™. My husband is 72 and delivers 

flowers. He carries 5 gallon buckets of 

water. Since using the machine, his back 

hasn’t hurt him at all. My hips would hurt 

if I stood too long and I would get weak 

and have to sit down. Now I can walk 

and sit as long as I want. I don’t take pain 

medication anymore. In the morning, 

when I get out of bed I’m not stiff 

anymore. At 65, wow, this is great! Thank 

you for offering such a great machine. We 

are going to tell everyone we 

know about it. —Cheryl J.

The ad I saw almost sounded “too 
good to be true”. With your no risk 
money back guarantee I figured I had 
nothing to lose so I purchased the machine…
and boy, am I glad I did! I am 75 years old and 
suffer from sciatica, which makes my back and 
legs tighten up and causes numbness. I was 
taking 8-10 Aleve™ every day. After using the 
machine for only 4 minutes, I noticed my lower 
back loosening up. Since I have been using the 
machine I haven’t taken any pain pills and have 
been pain free. My sciatica is not giving me 
problems anymore and my body stays loosened 
up. I have also had a snoring problem for quite 
some time, however, since using the machine 
my snoring has subsided. My wife is so excited! 
I cannot tell you how much this machine has 
turned my life around. —C. Cummings

I love using the 
Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
after my morning 
workout. It is an 
excellent way to cool 
down and it helps 
to start my day off 
right.—Deanna C., Kansas

I have had constipation problems for over 25 years. Since I have been using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ I have been regular every day and have begun to lose weight. This is truly a blessing and is so easy to use. —Jeannie

What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000 Elite™

Retail Price:
$464.95

T he “Helping People Feel Better” Company
240 Berg Road, Salina, KS 67401

 Use code #A200 when ordering by phone or website and receive 
a promotional price of $359.95 and FREE shipping in the 
Continental United States.

1-800-748-7172
www.clarkenterprises2000.com

Save $90.00 on demo 
units when available.

 90 Day No Risk Money Back Guarantee—You have nothing to lose. 
If you are not completely satisfied, you can return it for a full refund. 
We provide a FREE return shipping label for your convenience.
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it’s safe to do so, removing gloves before shaking 
hands – all these little things transform us from 
faceless stormtroopers to a bunch of sweaty guys 
out doing a hard job. Add a little Arabic into the 
mix, or an interpreter with a simple message of 
“We’re here to help ... we need you to help us,” 
and then follow that up by respecting their family 
and possessions as much as 
possible, and some, though 
not all, people will begin to 
help us. This in turn sets up 
civil affairs for success and 
leads to long-term mission 
accomplishment. It is virtu-
ally impossible to defeat an 
insurgency without the 
support of at least some of 
the population, and it’s very hard to get that 
support if they don’t see you as a human being.

Working hand in hand with 1-9 Infantry, and 
giving much of the credit to mature and intelligent 
leadership on the ground, the 486th has been 
tremendously effective in Ramadi. When soldiers 
arrived, they found a city largely in ruins. Approx-
imately 20 percent of the houses in our sector were 
able to get electricity, and only around 10 percent 
had running water. Today, those numbers are 
around 90 percent for running water, and nearly 
everyone gets electricity for at least part of the day. 

Ramadi General Hospital is functioning, as are 
smaller clinics in the area. This doesn’t mean that 
they are functioning on the same level that we 
would expect back home. There is a shortage of 
good doctors, since almost anyone who could get 
away in previous years has already fl ed to other 
parts of Iraq, or to neighboring countries. Corrup-
tion also plays a part, hindering the fl ow of 
supplies. All in all, the medical situation today is 
much better than it has been through most of the 
war, but still has a long way to go. 

Academically, the city has undergone some 

success. Returning the primary and 
secondary schools to a working state has 
been largely accomplished. Classes at 
Anbar University have continued, and 
students who couldn’t get to class for 
months are taking advantage of the 
more secure situation. Ramadi could 
benefi t greatly if many of the educated 
citizens and professionals who fl ed the 
country would return. It remains to be 
seen if they will have the inclination or 
the means to come back.

Police Training. That the Iraqi police force exists 
at all is a major improvement, but further training 
and equipment are necessary if they are going to 
be more than a temporary solution. In April, Lt. 
Col. Ferry tasked Dog Company with the establish-
ment of the East Ramadi Iraqi Army and Police 
Training Academy. There, police trainees who 

might have been 
shopkeepers or 
farmers a few 
months ago are 
learning how to do 
more than fi re their 
weapons. 

Beginning with the 
police-force leader-
ship, U.S. Army, 

Marine and civilian forces began instructing 
classes on marksmanship, individual and team 
movement, police ethics, detainee handling and 
processing, searching personnel and vehicles, 
checkpoint operations, evidence processing, and 
many more of the fi ner points of police work. 
Selected individuals then complete a detective’s 
course across town.

The police forces are criticized in the media for 
having been infi ltrated by the insurgency. That is 
surely true in parts of Iraq, but it’s hard to doubt 
the motivation of some recruits. Between classes 
on detainee processing, I was practicing my 
limited Arabic with a few of them when one 
mentioned that he remembered seeing me down in 
the Malaab district. This often means that I kicked 
in his front door at one time or another – which 
isn’t as bad as it sounds, since we’ve kicked in a 
lot of doors in our efforts to clear out the insur-
gents, and the Iraqis know it’s nothing personal – 
but this time it turns out that his dad was 
“Red Turban Guy.”

I really liked Red Turban Guy. He was an old 
man whose name we did not know at fi rst who 

TERRORIST OPERATIONS ARE DOWN 
by 59 percent in and around Baghdad, operations 
targeting Iraqi forces are down more than 60 percent, 
car bombs are down by 65 percent, fatalities due to car 
bombs are down by 81 percent, and casualties due to 
enemy attacks are down by 77 percent, reported 
Army Maj. Gen. Richard Sherlock, joint staff  director 
for operational planning.

A U.S. Marine with 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, Civil Aff airs Group, 
II Marine Expeditionary Force, talks with young Iraqi students at a school in 
the Zangora district of Ar Ramadi.  DoD
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Love Potion #7?

In every great fairy tale, the sorcerers take a little 
science and throw in a little magic to create the 
perfect brew that brings two lovers together.

Romance is all about chemistry and these seven brilliant
stones can add just the right magical fire to raise the 
temperature of your secret potion. In today’s most 
important design called the “River of Love”, this pendant
of 2 carats t.w. of graduated DiamondAura stones is the
perfect blend of science and sorcery. Our Gemologists
have broken the code to create an impeccable stone with
even more fire and better clarity than mined diamonds.
Of course, the DiamondAura stones are hard enough to
cut glass and they are so clear and white that they rival a
“D Flawless” diamond in terms of color and clarity. In the
laboratory, we have found a way to match the brilliance
and stunning reflective qualities of a diamond by using
science and thus we avoid the outrageous price.

Perfection from the laboratory. We will not bore you

with the details of the

ingenious process, 

but will only say that

it involves the use of

rare minerals heated

to an incredibly high

temperature of over

5000˚F.  This can only

be accomplished inside

some very modern and expensive laboratory equipment.

After cutting and polishing, scientists finally created a

faultless marvel that’s optically brighter and clearer 

with more flashes of color. According to the book Jewelry

and Gems–the Buying Guide the technique used in

DiamondAura offers, “The best diamond simulation to

date, and even some jewelers have mistaken these stones 

for mined diamonds.”

The 4 Cs. Our DiamondAura jewelry retains every 
important specification: color, clarity, cut, and carat
weight. In purely scientific measurement terms, the 
fire is actually superior to that of a diamond. Fire is 
the dispersion of white light into a rainbow of color. 
Our team of cutters and polishers artistically performs 
the symmetrically brilliant, 58-facet cut to maximize 
the light reflection and refraction.

Buying naturally mined diamonds can be a dangerous
journey. Prices are high and often fixed, quality is subjective
and the origins of the stones may be in doubt. Do you
really want to worry about that or do you just want a
look that is spectacular.

The “River of Love” is for that love of a lifetime. If

you’re looking for the most fire, carat weight, brilliance

and clarity for a magnificent

price, the 2 carat DiamondAura

“River of Love” 7 stone necklace is mounted in 18k gold

fused over sterling silver for only $129.00! Just to make

the magic more tempting, we will include the .86 total 

carat weight DiamondAura stud earrings for FREE! 

If you are not thrilled with the brilliant romance of the

DiamondAura “River of Love” necklace, return it within

30 days for a refund of your purchase price and keep the

stud earrings as our gift.

The New Science of Love with a little wizardry
thrown in.

Not Available in Stores
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer.

DiamondAura “River of Love” necklace
2 ct. t.w. DiamondAura 18” gold pendant with 7 stones
$129 + S&H

.86 ct. t.w. DiamondAura gold stud earrings FREE when
ordering the “River of Love” necklace – a $69.95 value!
Call to order toll-free, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

888-201-7059
Promotional Code ROL294-02
Please mention this code when you call.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. ROL294-02 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com

Receive these scintillating

DiamondAura 18k gold over

sterling silver stud earrings

FREE!
Read details below.

COMPARE FOR YOURSELF AT 2 CARATS

Mined Flawless DiamondAura
Diamond Compares to:

Hardness Cuts Glass Cuts Glass

Cut (58 facets) Brilliant Brilliant

Color “D” Colorless “D” Colorless

Clarity “IF” “F” Faultless

Dispersion/Fire 0.044 0.066

2 ct tw necklace $20,000+ $129
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would always talk to us on our patrols 
and offer us cigarettes while he worked 
outside his house with his grown sons. I 
guess this guy remembered me from 
one of my conversations with his dad. 

The insurgents beheaded Red Turban 
Guy a few months after we arrived. He 
had spoken critically about them to his 
neighbors. I think it’s safe to assume 
that the water in his son’s eyes when I 
told him I was sorry to hear about his 
dad was genuine, and I doubt that he 
would knowingly work alongside his 
father’s murderers. When this balding, 
middle-aged man tells me he wants to 
fi ght al-Qaeda, I believe him.

Today, police offi cers in clean blue uniforms 
man checkpoints and roll by our convoys in new 
blue-and-white trucks with machine guns mount-
ed in the beds. They wave. I wave back. It’s 
possible some of them were shooting at us a year 
ago, but they’re not shooting at us now, and that’s 
all I can afford to care about. If we had to kill 
everybody who had ever shot at us in the past, 
we would never get out of here.  A lot of them 
would probably shoot at us again if it were in 
their best interest, just as 
we would kill them without 
remorse if they rejoined the 
insurgency, but it’s become 
obvious that it is in neither 
of our best interests. 

Yesterday I took a convoy 
across the city to Camp 
Ramadi, a large installation 
on the west side of the city 
that is home to the Marine 
headquarters here as well as the 1st Brigade of the 
3rd Infantry Division. As we traveled down Route 
Michigan, once known as the most dangerous 
stretch of highway in Iraq, the changes were 
obvious and remarkable.

Groups of men and boys work alongside the road. 
One bunch has collected up enormous piles of 
twisted rebar from buildings demolished by tanks, 
missiles and explosions. A young man in a track 
suit and sandals uses a sledgehammer to straighten 
the iron while another group removes busted 
concrete from an emptying lot. There’s no telling 
what will be here in a year, but at least it won’t be a 
demolished building looking like something from 
the fi nal scene of “Saving Private Ryan.”

Among the most common sights in Iraq are the 
huge concrete barriers that line every road and 

surround every installation. They are known as 
Alaska, Texas or Jersey barriers, depending on 
their relative size. Most scattered through the city 
are of the waist-high Jersey type, redirecting traffi c 
and blocking roads and entrances. Iraqi fl ags, 
plants and fl owers, pro-Iraqi slogans, and decora-
tion and designs on white backgrounds now cover 
the dirty gray concrete, although they can’t 
completely cover the bullet holes.

Across the highway, people have strung wires 
with dozens of Iraqi fl ags fl apping 
and twisting in the wind. Iraqis are 
sometimes said to lack a strong sense 
of national identity. You would never 
think that of Ramadi. Even the curbs 
are now painted. For miles outside 
the city, the median is an alternating 
yellow and white, adding color – and 
a visible sign of progress – to a city 
that desperately needed it. 

As I walked between the guard 
posts tonight, the audio speakers across the city 
issued the nightly call to prayer, stretching “Allahu 
Akbar” into 15 or 20 undulating syllables. Call me 
crazy, and I know a lot of guys hate it, but I like 
the sound sometimes, especially in the evening as 
the sun sets. It’s a haunting, exotic sound, and to 
me it sounds sad and lonely and eternally associ-
ated with warfare. The power is on across most of 
the city, and the mosques are strung with thou-
sands of lights for Ramadan. It’s the fi rst Ramadan 
in recent memory that hasn’t been a nightmare of 
blood, violence and death here in Ramadi. Hope-
fully it won’t be the last. x

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Robison is a U.S. Army infantry 
platoon sergeant with D Company, 1st Battalion, 
9th Infantry Regiment, deployed to Ar Ramadi, Iraq.

MORE THAN , IRAQIS 
have signed up to assist coalition 
forces and the government of Iraq in 
securing neighborhoods, and more 
than 17,000 have volunteered to 
permanently augment security 
forces to operate with brigade and 
local offi  cials.

Female Iraqi police offi  cers fi re pistols under the watchful eye of U.S. Marines 
from the II Marine Expeditionary Force at the pistol range on Joint Security 
Station Iron in Ramadi. DoD
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Do You Have Diabetes? Are You on Medicare?
If you answered “Yes” to both questions, 

the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered.*

Know the facts about Medicare 
coverage for people with diabetes.
You could be eligible for home delivery 
of diabetes testing supplies from 
Liberty Medical, a Medicare participating 
provider—and the costs may be covered 
by Medicare*. With many of the new 
Medicare Prescription drug plans, you can 
also have Liberty deliver your prescriptions. 

No up-front costs.*
With Liberty, you pay no money up front 
for your diabetes testing supplies. And 
with qualified supplemental insurance, 
chances are you’ll pay nothing at all. Plus, 
you’ll get Liberty’s No-Risk Guarantee.**

Call 1-866-921-6473
No claim forms to fill out.
Liberty takes care of the paperwork 
and bills Medicare and your 
insurance company for you.

Free shipping.
Have your diabetes testing supplies 
and prescriptions delivered to your 
door, at no additional cost to you for 
shipping. We’ll even remind you when 
it’s time to reorder. 1-866-921-6473 

www.LibertyMedical.com
Offer expires 3/14/08.

GET YOUR FREE METER 
PLUS A FREE DIABETES 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION.†

  *  Co-payments, deductibles and some restrictions apply. 
**  Up to 90 days from shipment (a longer period may apply based on law or regulation). Some restrictions may apply. We are unable to accept returns of properly filled prescriptions.
   †  Meter offer available to qualified beneficiaries with diabetes. Not available to current Liberty patients. No purchase necessary. Meter shown for illustrative purposes only. Magazine 

subscription dependent on patient enrollment. Combined offer expires 3/14/08. Terms and conditions apply. 
The Liberty Family of Companies   is in compliance with Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
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The right of the people to protect the American 
fl ag will be restored. It will happen eventually, one 
way or another. Just how and when it will happen 
is, at the moment, unknown.

The current lull in the campaign for restoration 
of this right offers an opportunity, however, to see 
what we do know. In the heat of any struggle – po-
litical, military, even personal – the very shape of 
the struggle, and so its likely course, tends to 
elude us. By imagining how future historians will 

look back on what has 
happened so far, we may 
see the way ahead.

Historians will put our struggle over the fl ag into 
context. They will describe the dynamics that have 
shaped it, and they will describe its signifi cance in 
the story of modern America. Anticipating their 
retrospective perspective, let’s look at the ongoing 
dispute in three contexts: proceeding from a tight 
focus on particular events, then to a middle-dis-
tance consideration of broader political and cultural 
forces at work, and fi nally to a panorama of the 
broadest movements of contemporary U.S. history.

As particular events are unfolding, we tend to 
suppose that whatever happens was bound to 
happen – or, by contrast, that it was somehow our 
own responsibility. That ignores what historians 
call “contingency” – chances, for example, of 
timing, of the coincidence of separate occurrences, 
and even of personality.

Take the 1989 and 1990 Supreme Court deci-
sions that overturned a longstanding practice of 
protecting the fl ag. If the case had come before the 
court fi ve years earlier – before justices Scalia and 
Kennedy joined it – or fi ve years later, after the 
conservative concern about “speech codes” had 
begun to wane, it probably would have come out 
differently. Once handed down, however, the 
decision was more or less locked in, unexpectedly 
transferring the issue to Congress and the people.

Consider next what has happened in Congress 
over the past 18 years. Time after time, over-
whelming majorities in both houses supported 
restoring protection of the fl ag. But in the Senate 
those majorities fell just short, last year by one 
vote, of 67 needed to send a constitutional amend-
ment to the states. If one senatorial election had 
turned out differently, the result could easily have 
been different. Indeed, if just one of two original 
cosponsors of the amendment had not switched – 
due to stated concerns about separate matters, 
such as campaign-fi nance reform (Mitch McCon-
nell, R-Ky.) and the fall of the ancient Roman 
republic (Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.) – it would have 
passed in 2006.

Such ill luck ought not be discouraging. The 
question is whether you contain its effects and 
turn good luck to advantage. Judging by results, 
the campaign for the fl ag amendment has done 
both. Other amendments proposed at the same 
time and once widely supported – on a balanced 
budget and school prayer, for instance – have 
fallen by the wayside. Only the fl ag amendment 
has sustained popular support over two decades.

Why, then, hasn’t it been easier? In answer, 
we’ve got to switch to a middle-distance perspec-
tive on deeper forces and deeper trends. Here, we 
confront what is really surprising, and what will 
make the fl ag-amendment campaign fascinating to 
historians for hundreds of years.

Consider the basic story. In 1989, when President 
George H.W. Bush called for a constitutional 
amendment to correct the Supreme Court’s decision, 
he seemed to be pushing on an open door. Congres-
sional sentiment, following popular sentiment, was 
not simply in favor of fl ag protection; it appeared 
unstoppable. Events then took a strange turn. 
A passel of law professors claimed that an amend-
ment wasn’t needed. A new statute, they said, 
would satisfy the court. With suspicious eagerness, 

Why the power to protect our fl ag will eventually 
be reclaimed by the American people.

BY RICHARD PARKER
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MEMBER BENEFITS . . . Good Reasons to Join an

Save 10% off the

“Best Available Rate” 
at thousands of participating 

locations throughout the world!

Your American Legion / SAL ID
Number is 20204

ATLAS MOVING COMPANY As a valued member of The American
Legion or Sons of The American Legion, you qualify for special savings on
quality moving services from Atlas. Move with Atlas and receive a competitive
discount off your next interstate, household goods move including FVP up to
$75,000 at no cost. For a free, no obligation estimate, contact Ed Anderson of
Imlach Movers in Lorain, OH. 
Call 440-277-6683 or 1-800-211-5379. 
Email: ed.anderson@imlachgroup.com. 
PUCO 146435-HG Atlas Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 125550

NATIONAL CAR RENTAL. As an American Legion
and SAL member, you’ll get unlimited mileage and year-

round discounts off National’s rates at approximately 3,000 locations in 72 countries across
the globe. For information and reservations, call your travel agent or contact National®
online or at 1-800-CAR-RENT®. Be sure to request Contract I.D. Number 5176669 at
time of reservation. Call 1-800-CAR-RENT® (227-7368) or visit www.nationalcar.com

ALAMO CAR RENTAL.  Welcome to Alamo Country®.
Where American Legion and SAL members get unlimited
mileage and year-round discounts off Alamo’s already great
rates. Book with your travel agent or Alamo®. Be sure to

request I.D. Number 7000809 at the time of reservation.
Call 1-800-GOALAMO (462-5266) or visit www.alamo.com

AVIS  As a member of American Legion and SAL,
you can save 5–25% on daily, weekend and weekly
car rentals with Avis. Whether you’re traveling for

business or pleasure, call Avis at 1-800-225-7094 for reservations and infor-
mation or log on to avis.com.  To receive your discount, be sure to mention
your Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD) number: G343600. Renting from
Avis means outstanding service and convenience, plus substantial discounts.

BUDGET SAVE up to 25% off standard time and mileage
rates at participating Budget locations worldwide. So, rent
from Budget and make your next trip a lot more enjoyable.

This discount is subject to availability and other restrictions. To receive your
American Legion Discount, mention BCD#T756500 when reserving through
your agent or Budget at 1-800-455-2848 or visit www.budget.com.

MOVING DISCOUNTS, REAL ESTATE
SERVICES, MORTGAGE SERVICES

American Legion and Sons of Legion members can receive preferred savings of 50% or
more on interstate (state-to-state) moving, in-transit storage, and personal property protection
coverage from your choice of two leading national van lines – NorthAmerican and Allied

Van Lines.
Request a free in-home survey and price quote:
Call NorthAmerican Van Lines at  1-800-524-5533 
Call Allied Van Lines at 1-800-871-8864
Visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com for online move 
planning tools
American Legion and Sons of Legion members can buy or sell a home

with expert guidance, a knowledgeable local realtor, and cash rewards, receive professional
home buying and selling counseling, connect with a qualified local real estate agent, Get Cash
Rewards of up to $1,000 or more (call or see web site for details)
Talk to a real estate expert – call 800-593-2526 or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com
American Legion and Sons of Legion members receive personal advice, great 
mortgage rates, and reduced fees on a new home loan or refinance, American Legion – 
personalized mortgage counseling, VA mortgage options, Full product menu for 
purchases, refinances, vacation homes, Fast approvals, with minimal paperwork, 
Competitive rates, low closing fees and $300 member reward 
Receive a no obligation mortgage pre-approval – call 800-593-2526 or visit
http://legion.myhomebenefits.com
BONUS REWARDS 
Get added savings while you simplify your move. 
Earn an extra $250 cash bonus when you use all three Legion HomeBenefits services – 
real estate, mortgage, and moving. 
Call 800-593-2526 or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com

AMERICAN LEGION WIRELESS For new customers only
Get connected with a free cell phone and equipment from American
Legion Wireless and discounts on service from T-Mobile, AT&T
Wireless, Cingular Wireless and more. Choose from top name 
manufacturers like Nokia, Sony Ericsson, Motorola, Qualcomm,

Panasonic to name a few. Visit The American Legion Wireless web site at: 
www.legionwireless.com or call 1-866-318-5461.

Reserve your room today at one of these fine hotels:

N
E
W

BUDGET TRUCK RENTAL New Discount Program Offered by
Budget Truck Rental
Legion members now receive a 12% discount off local or one-way truck
rentals at over 2,700 Budget Truck Rental locations 

nationwide. To take advantage of this offer, members must reserve rentals in advance by
calling 1-888-868-5339 (press option 4) and mention the Legion association account
#56000048881. Make the BETTER Move with Budget Truck Rental.

The number for the above 
hotel providers is
1-877-670-7088

1-866-854-1604
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and Stay with The American Legion/SAL

DISH NETWORK. For new customers only
Legion Dish will install up to 2 free Dish Network Satellite
receivers for your post or business when you subscribe to 
qualifying programming. Eligible programming packages start
at just $27.99. In addition, American Legion members, Sons of

The American Legion and their families are eligible to receive up to 4 Dish Network
Satellite receivers installed for free in your home when you subscribe to qualifying
programming. Eligible programming packages start at just $31.99 a month.

For more information about Legion Dish and to sign up for DISH Network 
services, visit www.legion.org/benefits or www.legiondish.com or call
1-866-LEGION9 (534-4669).

VETERANS HOLIDAYS offers Legion 
members the opportunity to rent a furnished
resort condominium for 2-8 people for an entire
week and pay less than they would for a single

hotel room. Through the Veterans Holidays “Space-A” rental program, American
Legion and Sons of The American Legion members can vacation at private
resorts, many of which may not be available for rent by the general public. You 
can review availability, rules, and procedures at www.veteransholidays.com. If you
do not have Internet access, call 1-877-772-2322 for assistance with finding a
“Space-A” vacation opportunity. Use ID No: 600 when making a reservation.

For new customers only
• Up to 12% discount on new Dimension and 

Inspiron systems
• Discounted 3 – 5 day shipping
• 24 hour Dell hardware telephone technical support
• Take advantage of Dell Preferred Accounts for well qualified customers
• Award winning service and support
Call 1-800-695-8133 or visit www.dell.com/ghc/Americanlegion. 
Member ID: PS35524183

AMERICAN LEGION TRAVEL 
New Leisure Travel Benefit for Members

Launched in May of 2006, this all new online and
offline leisure travel benefit is designed to provide American Legion members 
and their families the benefit and savings of booking flights, hotels, rental cars,
vacations and cruises at the best available rates as well as a dedicated American
Legion Travel Call Center for assistance before, during and even after booking. 

Benefit Highlights 
• Exclusive discounted vacation packages, as well as a best-price 

guarantee on all cruises! 
• Reserve and confirm reservations online 
• A private, secure site; your information stays completely safe 
• Live travel agents to assist you before and after you book your trip 

Who’s eligible? 
• All American Legion members and their families 

For more information or to book your next vacation call 1-800-676-1004
or 1-800-881-7442 for a cruise specialist or visit www.AmericanLegionTravel.com.

AMERICAN LEGION DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PROGRAM – American Legion, Sons of The American Legion members and 
their dependents can save up to 20% or more on prescription drugs at over 50,000
retail pharmacies or through a mail order prescription program.  Effective July 1, 2007,
The American Legion’s program will be administered by CVS/Caremark. Simply 
present your current American Legion membership card to the retail pharmacist. 
The discount will vary by location, but at no time will a member be charged more 
than the pharmacy’s usual and customary price.  To use the mail order program, 
obtain a form by calling CVS/Caremark. The program is a great deal for you, and it
helps the Legion too. Service representatives at CVS/Caremark may be reached 
toll-free at 1-888-414-3141 for any questions you may have.

AMERICAN LEGION INSURANCE

TRICARE Supplement: ......................1-800-542-5547
Term Life Insurance: ..........................1-800-542-5547
The Health Insurance Mart:................1-877-886-0110
The Small Employer Plan: ..................1-877-886-0110
The Dental Insurance Plan: ................1-800-542-5547
Senior Term Life Plan: ........................1-800-542-5547
Senior Whole Life Plan: ......................1-800-715-1239
Modern Vets: ......................................1-800-542-5547
Short Term Recovery:..........................1-800-542-5547

May not be available in all states.

N
E
W

Your eye health is important to us. If it 
has been two years since your last eye 
examination then it is time to schedule

an appointment. That’s why Cole Managed Vision (CMV) and The American Legion
have teamed up to offer you discounts on your eye exams and eyewear. Simply:
• Call or visit any participating network provider – Sears Optical, Pearle Vision,

Target Optical, LensCrafters or independent doctor of optometry.
• Identify yourself as a member of The American Legion or Sons of The 

American Legion.
• Save up to 60% on eyewear.
• Use your discounts as often as you want.
To find a location near you, visit www.eyemedvisioncare.com and enter your 
plan number 9233016 or call 1-866-939-3633.

N
E
W

SEARS MEMBER PURCHASE
PROGRAM
Remodeling?  Relocating? Sears makes it
easy to choose and purchase the latest 
appliances for your home through the Sears

Member Purchase Program, The American Legion’s newest affinity partner.

Available exclusively through Sears Commercial Sales, members will receive 
a private selection consultation with a Sears professionally trained specialist
and additionally receive Preferred Affiliate Program Pricing, backed by Sears’
Matching Plus Policy.

Visit an Appliance Select Center nearest you or contact Bill Gillette at 
214-687-8758 or via email at wgill03@searshc.com. Selections and 
purchases are NOT AVAILABLE THROUGH SEARS RETAIL OR DEALER STORES.

Locate an Appliance Select Center: http://www.contractsales.sears.com/
contactus/scs_contact_as_locations.html

When making your purchases use Member Purchase Account 
#CU-067849

UNITED HEALTH RX – Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage is
designed to give people with Medicare affordable insurance to help with the
high cost of prescription drugs. The American Legion has partnered with
UnitedHealthcare to offer the UnitedHealth Rx prescription drug plans. 
To learn more about the UnitedHealth Rx plans call 1-800-811-5376, Monday
– Friday, 9:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. CT, (TTY users should call 1-800-730-9550).
Or visit www.UnitedHealthRx.com/Legion.
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Congress jumped at the bait. Nearly unanimously, it 
enacted a new statute to protect the fl ag. The court 
struck it down immediately. As if on cue, liberal 
Democrats, who had been supporters of fl ag protec-
tion, turned around. They came out as opponents, 
and they frustrated further consider-
ation of the issue for several years.

In 1995, they lost control of Congress. 
The door seemed open again. The issue 
got a new hearing. Popular support for 
the cause had not diminished. In fact, 
the legislatures of all 50 states passed 
memorializing resolutions in favor of a 
constitutional amendment. But oppo-
nents of protecting the American fl ag 
managed to forestall the amendment 
for 12 more years. The historical 
question is what motivated, and what enabled, 
them to do so.

The change was rooted in a century-long shift 
from local to national-oriented elites; then from 
social, economic and political to education-based 
elites; and fi nally toward elites defi ned by ideology 
(“we are better because we have better values”). 
The new elites were oriented in large part to 
cosmopolitan rather than national concerns, 
imagining themselves as “citizens of the world.” 

The upshot has involved, on one hand, an increas-
ing separation of elites from the mass of citizens. 
On the other hand, it has also involved an increas-
ing infl uence of these elites defi ned by their ideas, 
over ideas fundamental to our political culture.

Take, fi rst, the idea of popular sovereignty. Its 
locus is the Constitution. “We the people” are not 
just the fi rst words of the document. Through the 
fi rst two-thirds of the past century, they were 
taken seriously. Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, 
among others, enthusiastically opposed the 
pretension of judges to interpret the Constitution in 
ultimate defi ance of popular will. Backed by most 
of the people and a powerful segment of the 
educated elites of their day, they prevailed.

By 1965, a change was under way. The ideological 
elites were becoming ardent fans of judicial suprem-
acy. They were moved by support for the Warren 
Court’s decisions, especially on civil rights, despite 
the fact that real progress toward racial equality 
depended in the end on ordinary politics. Soon, 
they idealized the court, perhaps in part because it 
was an arena in which people like them seemed to 
hold sway. Their judicial idolatry gradually seeped 
through the subsoil of “informed” opinion to 
undermine the foundation of popular sovereignty.

The fl ag amendment exposed that idolatry. Like 

other proposed amendments, it was meant to put 
in action the old idea of popular sovereignty. It 
was, however, the fi rst in some time – the fi rst 
likely to pass – to confront what was said to be 
a progressive decision of the Supreme Court. 

So, opponents put it down as tinkering 
with the Constitution. It usurped the 
role of judges, they said. Thus it ex-
posed the transformation of elite 
opinion that, gradually, had occurred 
since the time of Franklin Roosevelt, 
and it revealed the powerful infl uence 
of that opinion within the liberal wing 
of what was once Roosevelt’s party.

Next, consider the idea of patriotism. 
For much of the past century, it was a 
sentiment of popular solidarity. It was 

not controversial. It evoked pride among a people 
of many views who, despite their differences, ruled 
themselves. It embodied faith in an ongoing 
practice of democracy. It bore fruit not just in 
wars, hot and cold, but in the New Deal’s fi ght 
against economic insecurity and in the early 
civil-rights movement. Like other powerful senti-
ments, its power was compressed into, and evoked 
by, a symbol: the fl ag. Just as most Americans felt 
the sentiment, so did they honor the symbol as – 
let us say it – something practically sacred.

Around 1965, that began to change. Among the 
mass of the people, of course, there was little 
change. But among the ideological elite, there was. 
They were patriotic, to be sure. However, they 
tended to re-imagine patriotism. For them, it was 
not so much a popular sentiment. Nor was it about 
an actual, ongoing practice of democracy. Rather, 
it was a matter of abstract ideals – ideals which 
they undertook, on their own, to defi ne and apply. 
They emphasized pride in the “America that could 
be,” according to their own point of view. 

In opposition to the Vietnam War, they aban-
doned the outlook of the early civil-rights move-
ment. They gave up, for a time, on the fl ag. They 
identifi ed it not with the nation, but with the 
government or its policies. They depicted it as the 
symbol of one point of view, one they opposed.

More recent years have shown that among 
ordinary Americans the sentiments of patriotism 
and reverence for the fl ag are still alive. But in the 
precincts of “enlightened” people, and among 
those infl uenced by them, these sentiments have 
seemed like lead paint on the walls. Faith in an 
empowered people cannot much appeal to them if 
they are to empower themselves.

So it was, in 1989 and 1990, that fi ve members of 
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the Supreme Court held that it is unconstitutional 
to single out the fl ag for protection. The fl ag, they 
said, represents one point of view, a controversial 
point of view. The law, they said, may not favor 
expression of such a point of view. The elite’s 
redefi nition of patriotism had prevailed.  

Those who hope to restore protection to the fl ag 
did not, at fi rst, grasp the novelty and 
infl uence of this idea. They took at face 
value politicians’ protestations of 
support for the traditional understand-
ing of the fl ag and of patriotism. They 
were in for a surprise. For, as certain 
politicians voted against fl ag protection 
and even expressed disdain for it, the 
subterranean shift in our political 
culture was manifest.

Finally, take the idea of political 
equality. This, along with popular sovereignty, is 
the basis of democracy. Every citizen, every voter, 
is the equal of every other. They may not be equal 
in everything that can be measured, in wealth or 
background or experience. But equals they are, 
nonetheless, as a matter of the right to rule.

There was a time, around the middle of the 20th 
century, when this equality was widely recognized 
and widely felt. With the rise of the ideological 
elite, this began to change. To them, all politics 
were a kind of identity politics; it was about their 
own identity. They were often devoted to the 
abstract ideal of equality. They were for the right 
to vote. But, when it came to ruling, they thought 
they should do it. The mark of their superiority 
was their “enlightened” views. What defi ned their 
views as enlightened? On one hand, it was their 
imitation of one another – and, on the other, their 
difference from the views of the “unenlightened” 
public. Such behavior is familiar enough. It is not, 
after all, confi ned to social cliques in high school.

When the fl ag amendment was proposed, the 
identity politics of the ideological elite signalled 
the pose to strike. The mass of Americans were on 
one side of this “civil liberties” issue. They, then, 
had to be on the other side. Famous as critics of 
prejudice, they acted on prejudice, one utterly at 
odds with democracy. Who, at the time, knew 
what we were up against?

This, however, is not the end of the story. Step 
even further back and look, from another angle, at 
the controversy and the political culture in which it 
has been embroiled. Look at it from the perspective 
of the great panorama of U.S. history. From this 
angle, the ultimate conclusion is assured. For it is, 
at bottom, a struggle for the extension of political 

democracy. Such struggles, through our history, 
have come out one way. Sometimes the issue has 
been the inclusion of a group in our political 
community. Sometimes it has involved the empow-
erment of the people, through their representatives, 
to govern discriminatory behavior or the abuse of 
economic power. Intense battles have been waged, 

often for decades. They have 
taken twists and turns that 
no one anticipated. In the 
end, however, democracy has 
been extended every time.

This struggle may, at fi rst, 
seem different. How can it be 
compared to the enfranchise-
ment of blacks? Or forbidding 
discrimination against 
women? Or to the regulation 

of economic power? How could it be as important 
as those issues? And isn’t it different because it is 
about the judicial defi nition of a constitutional 
right – the right to burn a fl ag?

In fact, however, every single one of the 
prior issues involved a struggle against a judicial 
defi nition of constitutional rights. In each 
instance, the judicial defi nition – of rights to 
exclude or discriminate or exploit – appeared 
well-established. In each instance, it was 
ultimately overcome. 

What is more, the struggle over the fl ag amend-
ment is comparable to the ones over prejudice 
against women or the disenfranchisement of 
blacks. It is, as we’ve seen, a campaign against 
deep-seated prejudice. It is a challenge – like 
the one leveled by feminists – not to prejudice by 
a majority against a minority but the other way 
around: the prejudice of a minority against a 
majority. Although what is at stake is not the right 
to vote, it is equally fundamental: the right of a 
majority to rule. Without that, the right to vote is 
an empty one.

Why is it that these struggles for the extension 
of democracy are ultimately won, in one way or 
another? Because Americans will not stand for 
being treated as inferiors. 

The campaign to restore the right to protect the 
American fl ag may not have begun with all this in 
mind. It may not have begun as a struggle to 
extend – and, so, to redeem – our democracy. But 
that is what it has become.  

Richard D. Parker is the Williams Professor of Law 
at Harvard Law School and the author of “Here, the 
People Rule: A Constitutional Populist Manifesto.”
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Former Marine acts without fear to protect sons.
BY RICHARD DAIGLE

hris Everhart was not seriously worried 
when a camper from a nearby site asked 
if he and his boys had seen the mother 

bear and her cubs. Black bears are common in 
Georgia’s Chattahoochee National Forest and not 
usually harmful. At the same time, the 36-year-old 
former Marine knew that no wild animal, particu-
larly one defending offspring, should be taken 
lightly. In the end, it was the bear who should have 
thought about that. “In the back of my mind I’m 
thinking, ‘If I’ve got mama bears and cubs, I’ve got 
to watch these kids,’” the 36-year-old former 
U.S. Marine explained.

It was a Saturday, Father’s Day weekend. 
Everhart and his three sons – Jake, 11, Kyle, 9, 
and Logan, 6 – unpacked their Jeep at a 

campsite in the national forest about 90 min-
utes north of Atlanta. It was their fi rst 

family campout. 
The sky was blue and the tempera-
ture mild. Their particular spot in the 
campground was bordered with 
cross-ties. It included a picnic table, 
a permanent fi re pit and grill. 
Everhart and his boys were 
pleased as they looked it over 
after setting up. And they were 
intrigued when their neighbor 
camper asked about the mama 
bear and her cubs.

38 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JANUARY 2008

Page 38



JANUARY 2008   |   THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 39

The family soon headed down to the river to fi sh 
alongside other anglers, and there they saw fi rst-
hand what the fuss was about: a female black bear 
was visible just downstream, waiting for fi shermen 
to clean their catches so she could eat the heads 
and guts while her cubs played and climbed trees. 

The Everharts felt they were a safe distance 
away. He took pictures of the boys with the bears 
in the background. “They were getting a kick out 
of it,” he said.

A young boy from a different family then threw 
a stick at the mother bear. She let out a menacing 
grunt. Everhart decided to play it safe and move to 
another part of the river. 

“While we’re fi shing, here comes a male 
black bear doing some foraging,” he said. 
“Once he started coming up the bank, I said, 
‘We’ve got to go.’”

Unaware that only a few days earlier, a black 
bear had killed an 11-year-old boy in Utah, Ever-
hart believed that his sons had seen enough bears 
for one day and led them back to camp for a dinner 
of hamburgers and potatoes. After eating, they 
washed their utensils and began cleaning up the 
site. As darkness fell, they heard strange, loud 
noises not far away – a clanging sound.

“Throughout the early evening you could hear 
people beating pots and pans to scare bears off,” 
he said. One camper’s dog tangled with a bear. 
Another camper who apparently had been drink-

ing tried to chase one of the bears away. Everhart 
remained calm. As a Marine MP from 1990 to 
1998, he routinely faced stressful, dangerous 
situations with violent, sometimes intoxicated or 
drugged individuals. 

“There were times it took three of us to bring 
down one person,” he recalled. “I came close to 
shooting many people. I had a pistol in their ear 
telling them if they moved they were dead.”

Everhart thought he had packed everything up at 
their campsite. But he forgot one small cooler that 
contained bottled water, a pack of sausage, one 
beer, and some bottles of ketchup and mustard. 

It’s rare, but it happens. In the 
past 100 years, no more than 52 fatal 
black-bear attacks have been 
documented in North America, 
according to various sources. 
However, 14 of those deaths – more 

than 25 percent – occurred between 
2000 and mid-2007. Victims range in 
age from fi ve months to 93 years, 
from New Mexico to Alaska. 

Black bears appear poised to 
overtake browns for the fi rst time 

this decade. Only fi ve fatal attacks 
by brown bears, including grizzlies, 
have been recorded since 2000. 
Eight of the 13 fatal bear attacks of 
the 1990s and seven of nine in the 
1980s were caused by brown bears.

Chris Everhart’s ice cooler attracted a foraging bear 
to his family’s Georgia campsite. Soon, he found 

himself in a confrontation with the animal. 
Photo courtesy Chris Everhart
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About 9:30 p.m., a female black bear spotted 
the cooler. “It was perfectly quiet and then sud-
denly there was a big crash, and I thought, 
‘What in the world is that?’” he said. “It dawned 
on me that a bear just grabbed our cooler and took 
off with it.”

Everhart immediately ran toward his vehicle to 
get pots and pans to bang and run the bear off, but 
then he saw something that 
will never leave his memory. 
His 6-year-old son, armed 
with a shovel, was moving 
toward the 275-pound bear, 
still clutching the cooler. 

“I see Logan on the other 
side of the tent coming out 
with a shovel,” he said. 
“I don’t know what was 
going through his mind, but 
I saw him and then I saw the 
bear. When the bear saw 
Logan with that shovel, she 
dropped the cooler and 
started making her way 
toward him with her head 
down, growling.”

There was no time for Ever-
hart to get his pistol in the 
Jeep. His only hope was a 
piece of fi rewood about a foot 
and a half long. 

The bear was just a few 
strides away, moving at an 
angle toward Logan. The 
former Marine reached 
for the log and heaved it, 
end over end, as hard as 
he could. 

“I didn’t even think. It was 
right there ... I was not afraid. You have your 
fi ght-or-fl ee moments; I was on fi ght the whole 
way. The adrenaline was rushing. My intention 
was to send it across her head. It wasn’t really 
to hurt the animal. I just wanted it to go by its 
face quickly.”

Instead, the log struck the bear fl ush in the head 
at full force. Everhart could not believe what he 
had done. The animal staggered and dropped. 
“Two things went through my mind. First, ‘Wow, 
that’s cool. I knocked out a bear with a stick.’ 
But then I thought, ‘Now I have an injured bear,’ 
so I said, ‘Kids, get in the Jeep now!’”

“It was just a perfect throw,” Everhart said. 
“I could never ever do it again. I’m dead-on 

with a pistol or rifl e, but I’m terrible at throwing 
a baseball.”

Over a dozen other campers came to investigate. 
Only after Georgia Department of Natural Resourc-
es rangers arrived did the family learn the Marine 
dad had killed the bear he intended to scare off.

“I don’t even hunt,” Everhart said later. “I don’t 
have a problem with it because most of the time 

it’s necessary to thin out a 
herd or the whole will suffer, 
but I enjoy animals.”

When the excitement 
died down, DNR offi cials 
issued Everhart a $75 citation 
for leaving a cooler exposed. 

“I should have been cited,” 
he explained. “I didn’t 
have a grudge or bad feeling 
about it.”

If harm had come to 
young Logan, it would 
have been a fi rst in Georgia 
history. Georgia DNR Region 
Supervisor Ken Riddleberger 
said that although the bear 
population in Georgia has 
grown to upwards of 3,000, 
“we do not have a recorded 
incident of a bear attack in 
Georgia. By bear attack, I am 
referring to someone suffer-
ing harm from a wild bear.” 

When the family returned 
from their Father’s Day 
weekend camping trip, a 
local Atlanta television 
station aired their astonish-
ing story. That led to more 
stories and eventually 

national media attention. The phone rang con-
stantly. CNN, Fox News and ABC’s “Good Morning 
America” all told the story of the Everhart camping 
trip. Some reporters asked Everhart if he consid-
ered himself a hero. He does not.

“I was just doing what I hope any father would 
do for his kids. Heroes to me are fi refi ghters, police 
offi cers, servicemen,” he said. “Every day every 
one of them is a hero to me.” 

His sons, he said, learned a life lesson that 
evening in the national forest. “You’ve got to re-
spect nature. We were very lucky. This could 
have ended up totally wrong. We got lucky.” 

Richard Daigle is a freelance writer.

Use bear-proof food-storage containers.

Store items inside a vehicle if possible.

Do not cook or store food in or near 
your tent.

Pack away all trash.

Hang items that give off  an odor (food, 
garbage, toothpaste, soap, etc.) at least 
10 feet from the ground and four feet 
away from the nearest tree trunk or limb.

If you see a bear in the distance, relax, 
but do not approach or feed the bear. If a 
bear is close, make it aware of your 
presence by yelling and making noises. 

Although it may seem harmless at the 
time, feeding a bear will cause it to lose 
its natural fear of humans and thus 
become dangerous. If you encounter an 
aggressive or non-yielding bear, move to 
safety and notify authorities at once.

Source: Georgia Department of Natural Resources
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T
he Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs 
quietly came into existence at the dawn of a 
calamitous year, 1970, when the world’s 

attention was trained critically on America. 
Political anxiety was running high in Washington, 
where the Democrats controlled Congress and an 
embattled Republican occupied the White House. 
As U.S. troops were entering their sixth full year of 

fi ghting a controversial war in 
Asia, an emerging generation 
of young veterans was coming 

home with health problems no one would under-
stand for at least a decade, if ever. 

At the time, a separate new legislative committee 
to focus purely on the needs of military veterans 
made more sense than the erstwhile situation, 
where the Senate’s business with those who’d 
served their country in uniform had been relegated 
to the agendas of the Committee on Finance and 
the Committee on Labor and Public Welfare. The 
House of Representatives had a 23-year head start, 
having formed its distinct veterans affairs commit-
tee shortly after World War II.

Today, 38 years after Indiana Democrat Vance 
Hartke dropped the gavel that gave veterans a 
place of their own in both houses of Congress, the 
relationship appears to have come full circle 
between the federal government and those who 
served in its armed forces. 

The number of Americans already discharged 
from military service in the global war on terror-
ism is now approaching 1 million. The majority of 
veterans from World War II, the Korean War and 
Vietnam, meanwhile, are now either nearing or 
well into their retirement years, fi lling VA health-
care facilities and nursing homes past capacity. 
Gulf War Illness is as little understood today as 
Agent Orange exposure was in the 1970s. A 
growing backlog of unresolved VA benefi ts claims 
today stands at more than 400,000. Appointment 
delays and waiting times continue to mount at VA 
hospitals and clinics, while authorized construc-

tion projects await real dollars. And the war 
continues to generate more VA-eligible veterans, 
many of them combat-exposed, physically or 
mentally disabled, and looking squarely to their 
elected leaders in Washington for help.

This is the situation faced by 83-year-old Hawaii 
Democrat Daniel J. Akaka, a World War II vet-
eran of the Army Corps of Engineers and the 
eighth chairman of the Senate Committee on Veter-
ans Affairs. Akaka recently spoke with The Ameri-
can Legion Magazine at his Washington offi ce 
about the committee’s approach to the second half 
of the 110th Congress.

SEN. DANIEL AKAKA:

Getty
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Q: The volume of legislation handled by the Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committee has increased dramati-
cally in recent years, from just 62 bills in the 106th 
Congress to more than 100 only halfway through the 
110th. Is that by design?  
A: This committee has been very aggressive in 
trying to meet the needs of veterans, of all veter-
ans, World War II up to the present. Because of 
those needs, we have had to be very aggressive. 
When we started out, we planned to do two 
hearings a month. Well, we have had as many as 
fi ve a month. The members, I will tell you also, 
have been very active in the affairs of VA, as well 
as veteran problems in their own home states.

Q: How important is it to check your party affi liation 
at the door when you work on a committee like this?
A: For me, that’s very, very important. As chair-
man of the committee, I have tried to put this 
ahead of whatever the committee does – biparti-
sanship. I feel the concern should be about the 
veterans and not about partisanship. And I think 
the committee members feel that way. So we’ve 
been really moving. The problem we have is, once 
we get it out of committee, getting it to the fl oor.

Q: How do you think the committee will be affect-
ed with a new ranking Republican, Sen. Richard 
Burr, who replaced former Chairman Larry Craig?
A: He’s been on the committee, and we both 
commit to work together in a bipartisan manner. 
So that’s what I am looking for.

Q: Senate Veterans Affairs Committee hearings 
often are not well-attended by members themselves, 
two of whom – Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama – 
are now on the presidential campaign trail.
A: The problem we have in the Senate is that 
members are busy. As a result, they are not able 
to attend all of our meetings and our hearings. But 
I want to tell you that the spirit, the energy and 
the interest is there.

Q: How is the 110th Congress living up to veterans’ 
expectations? 
A: First, we are going back to including the 
(veteran service organizations) more in what 
we do here. I feel personally that the VSOs are 
partners in what we try to do to help veterans. 
We need feedback from the VSOs – their experi-

ence, their legacy, their passion. I feel that’s a 
major step, including them back as partners 
in what we do.

When we assumed the leadership here, it was 
clear that there were areas where we needed to 
work. One of the fi rst areas was funding. As a 
result, what we have now (the VA budget passed 
by the House and Senate veterans affairs commit-
tees) exceeded the budget of last year by $6.5 bil-
lion. That’s a lot. When I say a lot, that’s the most 
we’ve ever had before from the committee. It was 
$3.6 billion over the president’s budget. I want to 
continue to increase it. As a matter of fact, I want 
to fi nd ways of tagging (the VA budget) onto the 
cost of war, rather than standing in line with the 
rest of the committees for whatever funds we have 
to distribute. As a result, it will bring resources to 
us that we need to really take care of veterans.

Q: How do you see VA health-care demand changing?
A: It’s going to increase. Today, as we know, we 
are saving so many lives on the fi eld that we lost 
in former wars, because our training is so much 
better. But as we save them, we’ve got to take care 
of them. Some of them need a lot of help to stay 
alive. We need funding to do that.

Q: You support lifting the current new-enrollment 
suspension of Priority Group 8 VA patients. How can 
that be accomplished?
A: We’ve taken steps in committee to do that. We 
have passed it in an omnibus bill, to bring back 
the middle-income veterans who were eliminated 
from enrollment. The other part (of the bill) is to 
increase the mileage fee, so it will be better – not 
suffi cient, but we’re increasing it. 

Q: The bigger remedy, it seems, is mandatory or 
assured funding for VA health care.
A: No question. We need it for the veterans. It’s 
what I mean when I talk about the cost of war.

Q: Do you foresee a dollars-per-veteran formula for 
VA health-care funding?
A: That’s a possibility. Right now, I am trying to 
set up an authorization that would give us that 
level of funding rather than standing in line with 
the rest of the committees. If we could get an 
authorization for the cost of war, we would do 
better than we are now.

BRING VA UP TO DATE
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Q: At one point not long ago, VA was reportedly 
collecting less than 50 cents of every dollar it billed 
to insurance companies. What can be done to 
improve VA’s effi ciency in such areas?
A: We know that a lot needs to be done. Our 
committee has put a priority on oversight. I have 
been sending staff around the nation and getting 
direct information. This has helped us 
with our legislation. Members have had 
hearings in their states. Sen. (Sherrod) 
Brown went back to Ohio with our staff 
and had hearings there. The senator 
from Montana, (Jon) Tester, went with 
our staff. Sen. (Patty) Murray from 
Washington and Sen. Johnny Isakson 
from Georgia – these senators are so 
grateful to have our staff with them. 
They say, “Hey, thanks so much for 
that.” They are bringing back informa-
tion that can help us restructure VA. 

Q: You propose a full restructuring of VA?
A: We’ve got to change the structure 
from the World War II structure up to 
the Iraq structure. We’ve got to bring it 
up to date. 

Q: You just received a report on waiting 
times at VA facilities. Apparently, VA has 
understated the amount of time veterans 
are forced to wait for their appointments. 
You described the report as “disturbing.” 
What drove you to call for the study?
A: We have been hearing from veterans all across 
the nation about waiting times. The reports we 
have received from our staffs have not been good. 
Terrible, about what’s happening out there. It gives 
a good idea of what kind of restructuring needs to 
come about. This is what we’re working on. 

What’s been coming up recently – PTSD (post-
traumatic stress disorder) and TBI (traumatic brain 
injury) – I’m working on as a category I call 
“invisible wounds,” different from physical 
wounds. The thing about this is we need new 
policies for invisible wounds. Some of the veterans, 
even after they return – maybe two years have 
gone by – go back and say, “Hey, I’m having a 
problem.” And they are being asked, “Is it service-
connected?” TBI and PTSD are a different kind of 
thing. We need new policies in there so that when 
they come in for help there will be no question.

Q: Do you think the delays are attributable simply to 
too many new patients and not enough providers?

A: This is where restructuring comes in. 
They have to devise a different system of deal-
ing with this.

Q: Veterans often complain that VA care varies too 
greatly depending on where you live.
A: This is something VA really needs to work on, 

to equalize service quality 
throughout the country. We 
need to continue to work on 
this as we change secretar-
ies. As soon as we have a 
new person on, we need to 
continue with restructuring, 
with funding, with oversight.

Q: What other legislative 
priorities do you see heading 
into the second half of the 
session?
A: One is the GI Bill. There is 
an effort to update it, which 
is a good idea. That is 
something we will be work-
ing on. The GI Bill needs 
restructuring – very impor-
tant – with more balance and 
better quality of service, 
directly to the veterans.

Q: Even if they were National 
Guard or reserve?
A: We want to be sure, at 

least for now, that those who were deployed would 
receive this kind of service. We have to take care 
of the Guard and reserve, when they go back home 
and go back to their jobs. Sometimes they have 
problems with the workplace, as well as with fami-
lies. We need to help them with these problems.

Q: What about the federal government’s poor record 
of living up to the law that mandates no less than 
3 percent of government contracts be awarded to 
companies owned by service-disabled veterans?
A: Our staff needs to check on that and see where 
it is now, with the hope of trying to draft some-
thing that could improve it.

Q: It seems this is a committee facing many priorities.
A: The other big thing is the claims backlog. And 
funding. We have our work cut out for us. We will 
be busy this year.  

Interview: Jeff Stoffer

Akaka on the 
fl ag amendment

Q: Sen. Akaka, you 
consistently vote against 
legislation that would 
protect the U.S. Flag from 
desecration. Can you 
explain your position?  

A: My position about fl ag 
burning has been the eff ect 
it would have on the 
Constitution. I’ve always 
been on the side of giving 
citizens the right of 
expression. I would tell you 
I don’t like fl ag burning, but 
for me to say that no citizen 
can voice themselves in a 
way – I just back up a little 
bit. Personally, I don’t like it. 
Legally, what aff ects the 
rights of citizens causes me 
to back up.
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models!

1-800-708-1463

TRY OUR DR® FIELD 
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6 MONTHS
RISK-FREE!
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even saplings!
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Brig. Gen. Paul W. 
Tibbets, pilot and 

commander of the 
plane that dropped 

the atomic bomb 
on Hiroshima on 

Aug. 6, 1945, 
died Nov. 1. Corbis‘No shame in saving lives’

Paul W. Tibbets Jr. died Nov. 1 at age 92, 
still proud of fl ying the mission that dropped 
the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, an act that 

shortened World War II by precluding an invasion 
of Japan in which hundreds of thousands of 
U.S. servicemen certainly would have been killed. 

In his fi nal interviews, the famed pilot of the 
Enola Gay had no regrets about carrying out the 
Aug. 6, 1945, attack that ultimately resulted in the 
deaths of nearly 200,000 people. Three days later, 
a second bomb exploded over Nagasaki, instantly 
killing 39,000 Japanese and hastening a surrender.

“Understand, the job of every wartime soldier, 
sailor, Marine or airman is to win, and win as 
quickly as possible,” Tibbets said in the August 
2005 American Legion Magazine. “The way I look 
at it, ‘Little Boy’ and ‘Fat Man’ saved more than a 
million lives. There’s no shame in that. There’s no 
shame in saving lives.”

Tibbets enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1937. 
He trained on PT-3s and BT-9s at Randolph Field 
in Texas, graduating at the top of his class. In 
February 1938, he reported to Fort Benning, Ga., 
where he fl ew O-46 and O-47 observation planes 
and B-10 bombers. He also became friends with 
then-Lt. Col. George Patton, on the skeet range. 

When Tibbets heard the Japanese had bombed 
Pearl Harbor, he was a mile above Georgia in the 
Army’s new A-20 attack bomber. Nine months 
later, he led a dozen B-17 Flying Fortresses in the 
fi rst daylight raid by a U.S. bombing squadron on 
German-occupied Europe. In November 1942, 
he fl ew Eisenhower from England to Gilbraltar 
before participating in the North Africa campaign. 

The general sat on a two-by-four board in the 
cockpit for a pilot’s-eye view of the fl ight.

In September 1944, Tibbets was briefed on the 
Manhattan Project creation of an atomic bomb 
to end the war. Over the previous year, he had 
become an expert on Boeing’s B-29 Super Fortress 
bomber. Now he would organize and train a 
unit – the 509th Composite Group – to deliver 
the weapon from it. 

That historic August morning, on the return 
fl ight from Hiroshima, Tibbets rejoiced at the 
possibility that the atomic bomb would now 
make future wars unthinkable. And for the 
rest of his life, he viewed such weapons as a 
war deterrent. 

Tibbets retired from the military in 1966 as a 
brigadier general. Until his death, he defended the 
bombing, even denouncing the script for a planned 
Smithsonian Enola Gay exhibit in 1995 as an 
apology for a mission that needed none.

“For every American soldier who thanked me 
for being a part of the mission that spared him 
being part of a second D-Day against the deeply 
entrenched Japanese, I have been thanked, as well, 
by Japanese veterans who would have been 
expected to carry out a suicidal defense of the 
home islands,” Tibbets wrote in 1998. “I am 
content that we did what reason compelled and 
what duty dictated.”

Tibbets reportedly didn’t want a funeral or 
headstone, fearing it would give protesters a 
place to demonstrate. Instead, he wanted his 
ashes scattered over the North Atlantic, where 
he loved fl ying. x
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 ON JULY 10, I was assigned to a mission that from 
the get-go was special because the chief master 
sergeant of the Air Force was on it. Chief Rodney 
McKinley had been at Ramstein Air Base, Germa-
ny, for a visit and wanted to go back on an aerovac 
mission to see what we do. Ours was the one he 
chose. I was the third technician that day, so my 
assigned seat was all the way forward, left side. 
The chief sat right next to me, and over the 
course of an 8-hour trip we got to talk a lot. Just 
as I suspected, he is a humble, down-to-earth man. 
It was an honor to chat it up with him. 

About halfway through the mission, I asked him 
if he collected coins. (I wanted to give him mine.) 

He kind of laughed and said he had 
about 1,300 of them. These coins are 
a military tradition of pride. Every 
squadron has its own design. They 
make good souvenirs. Of course, being 
the chief master sergeant of the Air 
Force, McKinley had his own coin, 
along with dozens of others. He pulled 
out a bag and showed me a handful just 
from the few days he had been at 
Ramstein. I was like a little kid looking 
at candy. I asked him if he had received 
a coin from my squadron. He said no. 
I always keep a squadron coin in the 
patch on my sleeve, so I pulled off my 
patch and gave it to him so he would 
remember our mission, which involved 
transporting back to the United States 
about 25 wounded warriors who had 
just come out of the war. I was putting 
the patch back on my arm when he 
said, “Wait a minute. We have to 
replace it. How about I give you mine? 
I think that’s a fair trade.” He pulled out 
his coin and handed it to me, and for a 
minute I couldn’t say a word. I tried not 
to smile too much.

When we arrived at Andrews Air 
Force Base near Washington, the load 
master came over to the chief and told 
him that there was a ramp freeze, 
which means no movement on the 

runway or taxiways. Lightning also had been 
sighted within fi ve miles. After we sat a while, the 
load master announced over the loudspeaker that 

“If soldiers want to read that stuff , 
they  can walk down the street and 
buy it somewhere else.” 

Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, R-Md., criticizing the 

Pentagon’s determination that Playboy

and Penthouse magazines are not “sexually  

explicit” and can be sold on military bases

“The idea that the federal 
government should fund a museum 
that celebrates a 38-year-old concert 
is simply absurd.” 
Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., on a proposal to earmark 

$1 million for a Woodstock Music and Art Fair 

museum. The Senate voted 52-42 to remove it 

from a health and education spending bill.

“That is not a drug. It’s a leaf.” 
California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
after a GQ interviewer asked him about the 

1977 documentary “Pumping Iron,” which 

showed him smoking marijuana

“I don’t want to be invited to the 
family hunting party.” 

Presidential candidate Barack Obama,
responding to claims that he’s a distant relative 

of Vice President Dick Cheney, who wounded a 

friend in a 2006 hunting accident

“If this were a movie, this is when the 
scary music would start.” 
Heritage Foundation economist David John, 

on the crisis facing Social Security as baby 

boomers began fi ling for benefi ts in October

Series of coin 
exchanges 

makes for a 
memorable 

mission.

BY AIR FORCE 
TECH. SGT. SEL 

RAELENE 
AMAYA

[ACTIVE DUTY ][VERBATIM ]

Amaya, 33, of Fulton, Miss., serves 
with the 86th Aeromedical 
Evacuation Squadron. With eight 
years of military experience under 
her belt, she is currently taking 
classes and plans to enter an Air 
Force program that would send her 
to nursing school. 

As a medical technician, Amaya’s 
unit fl ies two scheduled missions a 
week transporting wounded U.S. 
servicemembers from Germany to 
the United States, and nine missions 
a week “down range,” evacuating 
wounded warriors out of the combat 
theater. Special fl ights are arranged 
for critical-care patients. 

On a recent fl ight, Amaya had the 
opportunity to meet President Bush 
and Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 
Force Rodney McKinley.

TREASURED TRIP

[BY THE NUMBERS ]

CAMPAIGN CASH 

After just nine months of 
offi  cial fund-raising, 
presidential candidates took in 
$420 million, putting the 2008 
fi eld “on track to collect an 
unprecedented $1 billion” by 
the end of this perpetual 
campaign, according to the 
Center for Responsive Politics. 
Here’s how the fi nal fi nancial 
reports posted in 2007 look:

CANDIDATE TOTAL RAISED 

Hillary Clinton $90,935,788 
Barack Obama $80,256,427 
Mitt Romney $62,829,069 
Rudy Giuliani $47,253,521 
John McCain $32,124,785 
John Edwards $30,329,152 
Bill Richardson $18,699,937 
Chris Dodd $13,598,152 
Fred Thompson $12,828,111
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everyone needed to sit back down because we 
were going to be moving. Air Force One had just 
landed, and we were in its parking space. 

We all sat back down, and after about fi ve 
minutes, the engines shut off. The load master 
came back to the chief and announced to him, 
“Sir, the president is coming on board.”

My eyes widened with amazement and disbelief. 
I was beginning to believe that maybe this was a 
false alarm and the president wasn’t actually going 
to board. I went to the back of the jet to prepare to 
unload the bags and luggage. I looked out the 
window, and sure enough, a motorcade of black 
cars was coming toward us. I fi nished what I was 
doing and walked back up toward the front. 
President Bush came aboard. 

All this was totally unexpected. For the patients, 
it was the greatest, especially seeing all their faces 
light up with smiles. They, too, couldn’t believe it. 
I can honestly say I saw fi rsthand the compassion 
of the president. I was in awe at how he went 
around shaking all the patients’ hands and giving 
each of them, yes, his coin! The coin of all coins. 
I was so happy for them. Surrounded by Secret 
Service agents, Bush had his photographer take a 
picture of him with each excited patient.

I was standing at the end of the litter stanchions, 
trying to stay out of the way. After all, the presi-
dent was there to see the patients. Three patients 
were in the stanchion next to me. The patient on 
the bottom was sleeping, and when the president 

moved over to him, he said he didn’t want to wake 
him up. He then looked over at me and asked, 
“Can you be sure he gets this coin?”

“Yes, sir, I sure can!” I replied.
He shook my hand with the coin in it. He then 

turned to his assistant. “Give me another one,” he 
said. “Here, you get one, too.” 

I couldn’t believe it. The president shook my 
hand, put his arm around me and turned me so 
that we could face his photographer. We smiled for 
a picture, and then he looked at me and said, 
“Thank you for serving.” By this time I could feel 
my face reddening. I could barely believe it.

“Thank you, sir,” I managed to say. “It’s an 
honor to meet you.” I completely forgot to salute 
him. The president then went on meeting with 
patients, talking with them and even sitting on 
the fl oor to take pictures with them. It was an 
awesome experience. The look in his eyes when 
he saw the critical-care patients on ventilators – 
it got to him. I could see his sense of hurt. It was 
an unforgettable moment. 

The president stayed aboard the jet a good 
20 minutes. All of us felt the energy and motiva-
tion he left behind. I can really say that this 
was the highlight of my military career. To be 
personally thanked by the president and to re-
ceive his coin and the chief’s in the same day, I 
still can’t believe it. I am humbled and blessed to 
have had such an experience and, of course, to 
have something to show for it. 

Courtesy Raelene Amaya
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American Legion National Commander Marty 
Conatser coordinated an appearance and wide-rang-
ing policy speech by U.S. Vice 
President Dick Cheney at the 
Indiana War Memorial on 
Nov. 1. The vice president 
discussed the budget, VA 
benefi ts and, foremost, 
America’s standing in the 
global war on terrorism. 
Following is an excerpt from 
his speech.

 

One of the best weapons 
against terrorism is good 

intelligence – information 
that helps us fi gure out the 
movements of the enemy, the extent of the net-
work, the location of their cells, the plans they’re 
making, the methods they use, and the targets 
they want to strike. Information of this kind is the 
hardest to obtain, but it’s worth the effort in terms 
of the plots averted and the lives that are saved. 

So our government has taken careful but urgent 
steps to monitor the communications of enemies at 
large, and to get information from the ones that we 
have apprehended. We’ve respected civil liberties 
and upheld the high standards of this great 
country. And because we’ve been focused, because 
we’ve refused to let down our guard, we’ve gone 
more than six years without another 9/11. 

No one can promise that there won’t be another 
attack; the terrorists hit us fi rst, and they’re 
hell-bent on doing it again. We know this because 
of their public declarations, and because of the 
intelligence that we’ve gathered through monitor-
ing and, yes, through interrogation. There’s been a 
good deal of misinformation about the CIA detain-
ee program, and unfair comments have been made 
about America’s intentions and the conduct of 
American intelligence offi cers. Many of the details 
are, understandably, classifi ed. Yet the basic facts 
are these:

 A small number of high-value detainees have 
gone through the special program run by the CIA. 
This is different from Guantanamo Bay. It’s very 
important to keep those separate. Guantanamo 
Bay’s select captured terrorists are sent and 
interrogated by the Department of Defense, 
according to the Army Field Manual. 

 The CIA program is different. It involves tougher 

customers – men like Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, 
the mastermind of 9/11 – and it involves tougher 

interrogation. The procedures are designed 
to be safe, to be legal, and they are in full 
compliance with the nation’s laws and 
treaty obligations. They’ve been carefully 
reviewed by the Department of Justice and 
are very carefully monitored. The program 
is run by highly trained professionals who 
understand their obligations under the 
law. And the program has uncovered a 
wealth of information that has foiled 
attacks against the United States, informa-
tion that has on numerous occasions made 
all the difference between life and death. 

The United States is a country that takes 
human rights seriously. We do not torture. 

We’re proud of our country and what it stands for. 
We expect all who serve America to conduct 
themselves with honor. And we enforce those 
rules. Some years ago, when abuses were commit-
ted at Abu Ghraib prison – again, a facility that 
had nothing to do with the detainee program 
run by the CIA – the abuses that came to light 
rightfully outraged many people. The wrongdoers 
were arrested and prosecuted, and justice was 
demanded. 

America is a fair and a decent country. President 
Bush has made it clear, both publicly and privately, 
that our duty to uphold the laws and standards of 
this nation admit no exceptions in wartime. As he 
put it, “We are in a fi ght for our principles, and our 
fi rst responsibility is to live by them.” 

The war on terror is, after all, more than a 
contest of arms and more than a test of will. It is 
also a battle of ideas. To prevail in the long run, 
we have to remove the conditions that inspire such 
blind, prideful hatred that drove 19 men to get 
onto airplanes and to come kill us on 9/11. Many 
have noted that we’re in a struggle for the “hearts 
and minds” of people in a troubled region of the 
world. That is true, and it should give us confi -
dence. Outside a small and cruel circle, it’s hard to 
imagine anybody being won over, intellectually or 
emotionally, by random violence, the beheading of 
bound men, children’s television programs that 
exalt suicide bombing, and the desecration of 
mosques. The extremists ... are not really trying to 
win the hearts and minds, but to paralyze them, to 
seize power by force, to keep power by intimida-
tion, and to build an empire by fear. 

[WAR ON TERROR ]

Cheney to American Legion: ‘We do not torture’

James V. Carroll
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[NATIONAL AFFAIRS ]

Academic standards
During the same month that Columbia University 

opened its doors to Iranian strongman Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, Stanford University’s faculty protested the 

appointment of former Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld to a fellowship at the 
school’s Hoover Institution.

Calling Rumsfeld “fundamentally 
incompatible with the ethical values of 
truthfulness, tolerance, disinterested  
enquiry,” the faculty group circulated a 
petition that ultimately included 
3,000 signatures. “I’m appalled,” Stanford 

professor Barton Bernstein told The San Francisco 
Chronicle. “He is a profoundly immoral man.”

“A school is obliged to provide a public forum to the 
leader of a repressive terrorist regime,” The Wall Street 
Journal countered. “But the mere presence of an 
American with more than three decades of public 
service – most recently dedicated to combating such 
regimes – is beyond the pale?”

With $100 million – a sliver of the defense budget – the 
Pentagon has reversed an exodus of elite warriors from the 
U.S. Armed Forces.  According to the Associated Press, some 
1,200 special-operations personnel – more than 900 Green 
Berets, 300 Navy SEALs, and dozens of Air Force commandos 
– have decided to stay in since the retention program began 
in 2005; more than half signed on for extended duty. Those 
who re-up for one year receive an $8,000 
bonus; two years, $18,000; three years, 
$30,000; four years, $50,000; fi ve years, 
$75,000; and six years, $150,000.

AP reports that Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates is so 
concerned about the private 
sector luring away U.S. special-
ops forces that “he has directed 
Pentagon lawyers to explore 
putting no-compete clauses into 
contracts with security 
companies.” 

[ACTIVE DUTY ]

Special bonus for special ops 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates recently told The Washington Post that he envisions a long-term U.S. presence in Iraq of slightly more than 
40,000 troops, whose mission will include “countering al-Qaeda, training Iraqi forces and acting as a bulwark against Iran.” 

[STATEMENT ]

AP

AP
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[PERSONAL COMPUTING ]

The power and pleasure of online society
BY REID GOLDSBOROUGH

What’s the best way to share views with others 
online about topics of interest to you, 

whether related to work, a hobby, health, family 
matters, social matters, politics, religion or any-
thing else you’re involved with, reading about or 
thinking through? The three main Internet media 
for such communication are social networks, blogs 
and discussion groups. 
  Discussion groups came on the scene fi rst, 
arising long before the Internet explosion of the 
mid-1990s. In many ways 
they’re still the best way to 
tap into others and open up 
yourself. There are three 
varieties: e-mail based, 
Usenet and Web-based.

The largest e-mail-based 
discussion group network is 
Yahoo Groups. You can 
search for, peruse and join 
groups from the Yahoo 
Groups Web site at 
groups.yahoo.com. You can 
also participate in the 
discussions from Yahoo’s 
Web interface, but the strength of e-mail groups is 
the speed and convenience of using your favorite 
e-mail program. The biggest downside to e-mail 
groups is the clunkiness involved in sharing 
photos to illustrate what you’re talking about.

Usenet groups share many of the same pluses 
and minuses of e-mail groups, though there are 
important differences. The largest aggregator of 
Usenet groups is Google, through its Google 
Groups Web interface at groups.google.com. You 
can use Google’s interface to participate, or you 
can use most e-mail programs. Specialty programs 
such as Agent, www.forteinc.com/agent, offer 
additional tools.

The biggest difference between e-mail and 
Usenet discussion groups is that the former are 
typically moderated while the latter are typically 
not. Moderation reduces the frequency of abusive 
arguing, or “fl aming,” that’s common in unmoder-
ated online groups. But it can also hinder the free 
exchange of ideas.

Many Web sites have discussion groups associ-
ated with them, and these can be a good way to 
talk about specifi c issues with which the site is 

involved. The main advantage to most Web-based 
discussion groups is the ease with which photos 
can be shared. Instead of having to upload them to 
a separate Web space and then link to them, you 
can include photos within the message you post to 
the group. Another advantage is that, unlike with 
e-mail or Usenet groups, you can typically edit 
your posts after you post them.

 Blogs burst on the scene in 2001, although these 
Web logs, or online diaries, had earlier origins. 
The main advantage of a blog is that it provides a 

microphone for the person 
setting it up, offering control 
over the subject matter and 
the degree of interactivity, if 
any. This is also the main 
disadvantage.

Blogs are primarily a 
talking-to rather than a 
medium to dialogue. They’re 
often a way for people to 
hold forth. Unlike other 
types of online communica-
tion, the ethic is more akin 
to “Come to me and hear me 
speak” rather than “Let’s 

hash this out together.” Blogger, www.blogger.com, 
provides an easy way to build your own blog, but 
it’s also home to millions of them. Owned by 
Google since 2003, it allows you to create a blog in 
more than 30 languages.

 Social networks, Web sites where those with 
similar interests can communicate by discussing, 
instant messaging, blogging and other means, are 
the newest way to talk online. Social networking 
reached critical mass in 2005 with the popularity 
of MySpace, www.myspace.com, a service that 
describes itself as a way to meet your friends’ 
friends. Other popular general-interest social 
networks are Bebo, www.bebo.com, and Facebook, 
www.facebook.com.

Business social networks have also sprouted 
online. Participants share not only ideas but 
referrals. These, like all social networks, share 
with all types of online discussion media the key 
benefi t of easy communication over distance.

Reid Goldsborough is author of “Straight Talk About 
the Information Superhighway.” For more of his 
commentary, visit www.reidgoldsborough.com.

Corbis
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A career coach can be an invaluable resource 
in today’s competitive, constantly changing 
and often diffi  cult market. Consider whether 
you might need a career coach to help you plan 
and execute your job search.

Career coaches can help you explore and 
defi ne your professional 
competencies, address 
personal issues impacting 
your career, clarify your 
career objectives, resolve 
obstacles, assist in 
managing successful job 
searches, and prepare 
you to competitively 
interview.

There are two types of career coaches:  
career-management and career-marketing.

The career-management coach focuses on 
broad issues related to your entire career – the 
past, present and future. Prime candidates for 
career management coaching are individuals in 
career transition and/or career limbo, uncertain 
about their objectives. Other candidates are 

those who need ongoing support. They want a 
confi dante and strategist at their side. 

The career-marketing coach off ers short-term 
support to guide you in developing, 
implementing and managing your job search. 
This type of coaching focuses on defi ning your 
objectives and developing a job-search plan. 
These coaches help you evaluate job-search 
activities – résumé postings, job lead reports, 
recruiter campaigns, networking – to identify 
those appropriate for your search and your 
specifi c objectives. This type of coaching is best 
for those who already know their career goals 
and are ready for action.

Coaches routinely charge $50 to $250 per 
hour. Shop wisely, ask questions and get to 
know the coach a bit before hiring him or her, 
to be certain you’re a good match. Be a smart 
consumer and you’ll be a successful job seeker.

Wendy S. Enelow is co-author of “Expert Résumés 
for Military-to-Civilian Transitions.” She also 
teaches workshops at American Legion veteran 
job fairs. www.wendyenelow.com

[ECONOMICS ]

DO YOU NEED A CAREER COACH?

THE JOB FRONT
BY WENDY S. ENELOW

Federal jobs 
for veterans
The American 
Legion and Avue 
Technologies have 
launched a joint 
Web site to 
improve govern-
ment employment 
opportunities for 
veterans. The site 
is free to all users.

One goal of the 
Web site is to 
connect veterans 
with better-paying 
government jobs. 
Veterans represent 
up to 37 percent of 
new federal 
government hires, 
but lag behind 
others in high-
paying positions. 

www.vetjobs.us

AL.01.08
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Newest generation of prosthetics 
mimics human limbs. 

generatio
uman lim

Newest g
mimics huGREAT STRIDES

[LIVING WELL ]

BY JOEL KUPERSMITH, M.D.

Last July, dozens of reporters 
and photographers converged 

on the Providence VA Medical 
Center in Rhode Island to cover 
the debut of a new bionic ankle, 
demonstrated by a 24-year-old 
Army veteran who lost his 
lower left leg after being 
injured by a roadside bomb 
in Baghdad. 
The breakthrough device, 

the fi rst powered ankle-foot 
prosthesis, propels wearers 
forward using tendon-like 
springs and a battery-powered 

motor. The result is less fatigue, better 
balance and a more natural gait for amputees. 

The inventor of the device, Dr. Hugh Herr, is 
himself a double-amputee. He lost both legs below 
the knee to severe frostbite during a 
rock-climbing trip. His passion today is 
designing “smart” limbs that mimic 
the action of real joints. 

A longtime professor at MIT, Herr 
belongs to the Center for Restorative 
and Regenerative Medicine, a project 
of VA, MIT and Brown University that 
is also exploring such topics as:

 Surgical techniques to lengthen the 
bone in the residual limb, making it 
easier to fi t artifi cial limbs and allow 
for greater control and mobility. 

 Tissue engineering to help restore 
torn-up joints. Techniques may include 
the use of biodegradable polymer 
beads, smaller than pinheads, that 
would release proteins to stir the production of 
cartilage.

 Osseointegration, a method that allows prosthet-
ic legs to be affi xed directly to the bone in the 
residual limb rather than attached to a socket fi tted 
over the stump. 

The VA-funded center is also fostering the 
development of technology called BrainGate, which 
decodes brain waves and translates them into 
computer commands. The system, pioneered by 
Dr. John Donoghue, has enabled research volun-
teers with quadriplegia to switch on lights and 

open e-mail using only their minds. It uses a 
tiny sensor implanted in the part of the brain 
that controls movement, and has intriguing 

implications for amputees.
Linking the brain to prosthetics is also 

the approach of a VA group at the 
Center for Functional Electrical 
Stimulation and the Center for 

Advanced Platform Technol-
ogy, both in Cleveland. 
Their aim is to enable 
smoother, more natural 

control of artifi cial arms 
and hands using electronic sensors on the surface 
of arm and shoulder muscles. Brain signals will be 
detected by the sensors, decoded by software, and 

used to drive motors in the artifi cial 
limb. When a person thinks about 
raising or closing his prosthetic hand, 
the device will move accordingly, in a 
smooth, humanlike manner. In a later 
phase, electrodes inside the prosthesis 
will sense position and grip strength. 

Other VA work on upper limbs, led 
by Dr. Richard Weir in Chicago, aims 
to allow amputees to not only open and 
close an artifi cial hand in a natural 
fashion, but to control a wrist, thumb 
and even individual fi ngers indepen-
dently. One hand being developed by 
Weir’s group in conjunction with the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects 
Agency has 18 degrees of freedom, 

with each joint motorized. Researchers envision 
that the device will allow users to independently 
perform tasks requiring manual dexterity, such as 
buttoning a shirt or even playing piano.

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and develop-
ment offi cer for the Veterans Health Administration. 

This article is designed to provide general informa-
tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems.

Garth Stewart, below right, who lost his left leg below the knee 
in Iraq, and Hugh Herr, left, of the MIT Media Lab demon-
strate the fi rst powered ankle-foot prosthesis at the 
Providence VA Medical Center last summer. AP
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[TRAVEL ]

Airlines announce discounts for Legion meeting attendees
 Airline discounts are available from American 

Airlines, Northwest Airlines and United Airlines 
for qualifi ed 2008 American Legion meetings. 
Discounts range from 2 to 15 percent 
depending on how far in advance tickets are 
purchased and the class of service. 

Travelers may use the discount codes when 
purchasing tickets. National Headquarters also 
can apply discounts when obtaining tickets, as 
well as save service fees associated with using 
outside travel agents. In either case, tickets 
should be purchased at least 30 days prior to 
travel. To obtain tickets through National 
Headquarters, contact Marti Wooden. 
(317) 630-1232, mwooden@legion.org

AIRLINE DISCOUNT CODES

Northwest Airlines: 1-800-328-1111
World File No. NMDEX

American Airlines: 1-800-433-1790 
Index No. 19891

United Airlines: 1-800-521-4041
Tour Code No. 565HT

The following 2008 meetings qualify for discount codes:

JAN 11-13 Membership Planning Meeting Indianapolis

MAR 26-APR 2 DSO/Washington Conference Washington (DCA, BWI & IAD)

APR 4-6 Oratorical Contest Indianapolis

MAY 2-8 Spring Meetings Indianapolis

JULY 16-26 Boys Nation Washington 

JULY 30-AUG 3 DSO School, Membership Wkshp Indianapolis

AUG 5-10 Junior Shooting Sports Colorado Springs, CO 

AUG 12-18 American Legion Baseball 
Regionals

Hartford, CT; Richmond, VA; 

Charlotte, NC; Oklahoma City; 

Columbus, OH; Minot, ND; 

Bozeman, MT; Phoenix

AUG 19-26 Baseball World Series Charlotte, NC

AUG 19-29 90th National Convention Phoenix

SEPT 19-21 Children & Youth Conference Indianapolis

SEPT 26-28 Americanism Conference Indianapolis

OCT 10-16 Fall Meetings Indianapolis

NOV 1-7 Legion College Indianapolis
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Introductory offeronly 49¢ ea.

Call now and SAVE 50%: 1-800-513-2041 ext. 345-13

www.EcoGoldSpecial.com      promo code: 34513
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[NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ]

FULL-THROTTLE PROGRAM
Legion Riders receive national endorsement.

OTHER RESOLUTIONS

AMERICANISM
1 Encourages departments to take 
steps to increase participation in 
American Legion Boys State
2 Opposes proposed fl ag-code change 
regarding conduct during the hoisting, 
lowering or passing of the U.S. Flag
4 Supports voter registration program

CHILDREN & YOUTH
33 Adopts Special Olympics as a 
national Children & Youth project, and 
urges posts, districts and department 
to support Special Olympics

ECONOMICS
31 Supports amending Public Law 
109-461 to read that the spouse of any 
deceased certifi ed owner of a Service-
Disabled Veteran-Owned Business 
retains said status

32 Supports elimination of the VA 
Home Loan funding fee

FINANCE
25 Adoption of Gift Annuity Program

INTERNAL AFFAIRS
6 Supports renovation of the 
USS Arizona Memorial Museum 
and Center

11 Renames Meeting Room 314A at 
American Legion National 
Headquarters in Indianapolis the 
“Herman G. Harrington Room”

35 Adopts American Legion Riders as a 
national program

VETERANS AFFAIRS & 
REHABILITATION
26 Enters The American Legion into an 
agreement with the National Veterans 

Legal Services Program to provide 
court representation on cases of 
precedential nature, at least two 
national training sessions for 
department service offi  cers, and 
other services

28 Requests the Department of 
Veterans Aff airs reinstate the generally 
accepted accounting practice of 
rounding up for 50 cents or higher

29 Supports legislation or administra-
tive actions that seek to implement a 
seamless transition for severely 
wounded U.S. servicemembers serving 
in the global war on terrorism

30 Supports researchers’ eff orts to 
further study long-term eff ects of 
traumatic brain injury (TBI)

For the full text of resolutions passed during the National Executive Committee’s 2007 Fall Meetings 
in Indianapolis Oct. 15-18, contact The American Legion National Headquarters Library at 
(317) 630-1366, e-mail library@legion.org or visit www.legion.org. 

Send a written request for a booklet of all approved resolutions to 
The Library, The American Legion, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

Recommended guidelines

 All members of Legion Riders shall be 
current members of The American 
Legion, Sons of The American Legion or 
American Legion Auxiliary.

 Each member shall own his or her own 
motorcycle, properly licensed and 
insured according to state law.

 Legion Riders shall avoid the 
perception of being a “biker club.”

 The only recognized logo of Legion 
Riders is the one copyrighted and sold 
through American Legion Emblem Sales.

In 1993, motorcycle enthusiasts Bill Kaledas and Chuck Dare 
decided to create something new to do for members of their 
American Legion post in Garden City, Mich. They started Legion 
Riders, so members could enjoy the open road together and 
promote the organization.

Fourteen years later, their vision has multiplied all over the 
nation, with more than 700 Legion Riders chapters at the post, 
district and department levels. And now Legion Riders is an 
offi cial Legion program, after the National Executive Committee 
unanimously approved Resolution 35 during its October meetings. 

“When we started out, we were really just trying to make Legion 
Riders a program of a post, one that would complement the post,” 
Kaledas said. “When people saw what the program was capable of 
doing and the simplicity of it, they wanted to join. But I would 
have to say it’s grown way beyond my imagination.”

The national resolution recommends guidelines for the program, 
which has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars in the past two 
years for The American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund and has 
performed numerous community services, including family 
support at military funerals.

“I think being an offi cial program will build Legion Riders in 
strength,” Kaledas said. “There may still have to be some fi ne 
tuning, but I think having that national endorsement is a great 
asset to the program.”

James V. Carroll
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48 learn leadership the Legion way

One of the biggest classes of American Legion College students in recent 
years came to Indianapolis from 28 departments in November to  hone their 
leadership, team-building, communications and mentoring skills. The 
fi ve-day crash course included a curriculum of post revitalization in a variety 
of settings, from rural areas to the inner city. They also attended a workshop 
in writing resolutions, a tour of Roudebush VA Medical Center and briefi ngs 
from national division directors.

National American Legion College is designed to reinforce leadership, 
management and communication skills for a new generation of leaders and 
mentors in the world’s largest veterans organization. 

“You had a lot thrown at you in a short period of time,” American Legion 
National Commander Marty Conatser told the graduating class. “Now is the 
time to go back to your communities, share what you learned and make a 
diff erence.”

[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION ]

DEPARTMENT OF DELAWARE Legion members across the state recently 
received certifi cates of training in the Delaware Citizens Corps Disaster 
Preparedness program, sponsored by Middletown American Legion Post 25, 
temporarily located in Odessa. “This training is our fi rst step of implementing the 
American Legion disaster-preparedness program,” said Chris Warner, chairman of 
the department’s Legion Homeland Security Committee and member of 
Harrington Post 7. “We are organizing our 28 active posts in Delaware to act as 
disaster-preparedness centers throughout the state. From this class we will ‘train 
the trainer’ so as to allow Legionnaires at each post to be certifi ed for disasters 
anywhere in the state.” Don White, a member of Walter L. Fox Post 2 and 
immediate past department commander, was appointed director of operations.  

[LEGION COLLEGE ]

James V. Carroll

[FREEDOM TEAM SALUTE ]

Army honors Wyoming veterans
The Freedom Team Salute (FTS) 

program, sponsored by the secretary of 
the Army and the Army chief of staff , 
has partnered with the Wyoming 
American Legion to commend more 
than 2,500 U.S. Army veterans in that 
state for their service. The fi rst 
ceremony took place in Gillette, Wyo., 
on Veterans Day. 

Those veterans commended receive 
a certifi cate of appreciation and a letter 
of thanks signed by the Army chief of 
staff  and the secretary of the Army, 
along with an offi  cial Army lapel pin 

and window decal. The entire package 
is provided at no cost to either the 
person who nominated the veteran or 
the recipient. 

FTS gives the public the opportunity 
to nominate and thank veterans for 
their service, and the commendations 
bestowed upon them recognize their 
continued support after discharge. 

Freedom Team Salute has honored 
more than 1 million Army veterans and 
advocates around the globe since 
May 2005. 

www.freedomteamsalute.com

JOB FAIR CALENDAR

American Legion partners 
RecruitMilitary, LLC, and Military.com 
are coordinating seven veteran career 
fairs this month.  

MILITARY.COM
Register for a Military.com 
event online. 
www.military.com 
Click on “Career Fairs.”

JAN. 23 Detroit

JAN. 31 Fort Bragg, N.C.

RECRUITMILITARY
Register for a RecruitMilitary, LLC, 
career fair online.
www.recruitmilitary.com
Click on “Job Seekers” and then 
“Career Fairs.”

JAN. 10 Savannah, Ga.

JAN. 17 Phoenix

JAN. 22  Houston

JAN. 24  Austin, Texas

JAN. 31  Sacramento, Calif.

[CAREERS]

Call TOLL-FREE For a FREE DVD and Catalog
with complete details including 
models, low factory-direct prices, 
and our 6-Month Risk-Free Trial offer.

1-800-708-1463
www.DRchipper.com
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and 18 HP V-Twin Engines handle anything a property
produces.

PRO-SPEC™ CHIPPER KNIVES 
are nearly identical in size and design to the knives
used on the big chippers used by line crews.

Just load it, step back, and watch 
it chip branches up to 

5-1⁄2" thick!

©2008 CHP, Inc. 60140X
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How to Submit a Reunion
The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter-

ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge.

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group’s listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication.

Other Notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch with people from your 

unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 

telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be approved by the Legion’s 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID number in your 
response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 

AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
11th Abn Air Assault Div Mid-Atlantic 
Chpt, Myrtle Beach, SC, 2/23-27, Herb Shapiro, 
(410) 827-6410, hlshap@friend.ly.net; 91st Strat 
Recon Wing (McGuire, Yakota, Barksdale 
& Lockbourne, 1948-1957) 91st PRS, 91st 
SRS, 322nd SRS, 323rd SRS, 324th SRS, 
91st ARS, FMS, AEMS, RTS, PMS, Sup Sqdn, 
Med Grp, AP Sqdn, Com Sqdn, HQ, 16th 
PRS, 31st SRS, 6091st SRS & 91st Bomb 
Grp & 91st Space Wing, Wright-Patterson 
AFB, OH, 4/30-5/4, Jim Bard, (410) 549-1094, 
jimbardjr@comcast.net; 435th TCW & 76th, 
77th & 78th Sqdns (Homestead AFB, FL), 
Sebring, FL, 4/11-13, Neil Bellinger, (863) 465-8144, 
colusafret@embarqmail.com; 485th Tact Msl 
Wing, Valley Forge, PA, 6/5-8, John Rudzianski, 
(570) 278-2482, jrudz@epix.net; 494th Bomb 
Grp (H) 7th AF (WWII), Herndon, VA, 5/15-19, 
Marshall Keller, (248) 626-3684; Firebird 
Assn – 17th TCS, 17th Trp Airlift Sqdn, 109th 
Airlift Wing, 517th Airlift Sqdn, NY Air Nat’l 
Guard, Galveston, TX, 4/6-8, Bruce P. Huff, (713) 
827-7975, b.huff@att.net; Pedro Rescue Heli 
Assn, Montgomery, AL, 4/17-19, Ed Cartwright, 
(901) 876-5200, edlcartwright@yahoo.com; 
Pilot Class 53-E, Orlando, FL, 1/17-20, John Brill, 
(317) 501-8610, jwbrillsr@aol.com; Ramey 
AFB Historical Assn, Tucson, AZ, 4/15-19, Ken 
Coombs, (603) 735-4291, ken-bon@msn.com

ARMY
2nd Eng Cbt Bn Assn, Covington, KY, 5/1-4, 
Bob Fiedler, (607) 722-5491, rfiedler@stny.rr.com; 
2nd Inf Div Korean War Vet Alliance, 
Covington, KY, 5/1-4, Ralph M. Hockley, (713) 
334-0271, rmh-2id-kwva@earthlink.net; 5th Light 
Air Section X Corps HQ (Korea, 1951-1953), 
Muzio Pellegrini, (914) 779-2243, matty777777@
verizon.net; 8th Cav Rgt Assn, Branson, MO, 
5/15-18, Margaret J. Sharples, (570) 443-0889, 
angel836@pa.metrocast.net; 31st MP Dets & 
385th MP Bn (Stuttgart, Germany, Heilbronn, 
Schwaebisch Hall, Schwaebisch Mend, 
Goppingen, Crailsheim, Ulm & Karlsruhe 
MP Stns), Louisville, KY, 5/9-12, Dick Burch, 
dckburch25@yahoo.com; 73rd Tank Bn & 
73rd Armd, St. Louis, 5/1-5, Curtis Banker, 
(518) 643-2302, dmbanker-curtis@northnet.
org; 84th & 62nd Eng Const Bn (Korea, 
1950-1953), Rochester, NY, 5/5-8, Ted Anbuhl, 
(251) 666-5521, tanbuhl@comcast.net; 97th Div 
386th Rgt 2nd Bn E Co, Des Moines, IA, 5/1-5, 
George Hillwig, (937) 293-0892; 134th Assault 
Heli Co (1967-1972), Minneapolis, 6/5-8, Corky 
Lauritsen, (320) 367-2930, corky@corkyscorner-
antiques.com; 199th LIB (Vietnam, 1966-1970), 
Reno, NV, 6/16-20, Ed Davis, (856) 854-7103, 
edward199@aol.com; 503rd Eng Co (LE), San 
Antonio, 5/18-21, Sherm Mills, (703) 590-3725, 
sm7409@aol.com 508th MP Bn, Branson, 

MO, 5/1-7, Don Henderson, (765) 654-5288, 
dhoink@sbcglobal.net; 565th Med Co (Amb) 
(Baumholder, Germany, 1964-1967), 
Las Vegas, 5/13-16, Jim Gardner, (360) 
636-2457, gardner1325@comcast.net; ASA 
114th Sig Serv 331st Comm Recon, Rapid 
City, SD, 6/5-7, Len Bittner, (724) 778-9873, 
lbittner@joimail.com; Charlie Co 2/12th Inf 
Rgt, 25th Inf Div (Vietnam), Gatlinburg, 
TN, 6/5-8, Danny Breeding, (423) 345-5000, 
veteransservice@charter.net; Counter-Intel 
Corps, Linthicum, MD, 5/15-18, Dick Snyder, 
(813) 634-4489, rbcinder6@verizon.net; Korean 
Mil Advisory Grp (KMAG), Bloomington, 
MN, 6/27-29, Joe Domagala, (763) 473-9587, 
jjdomagala@aol.com; OCS Class 4-65 (Fort 
Benning, GA), San Antonio, 5/15-18, Don Donnay, 
(618) 842-5703, donnay@fairfieldwireless.net

COAST GUARD
Courier “Voice of America,” Pine Knoll 
Shores, NC, 5/18-22, Gil Riggs, (505) 287-3338, 
giltheexplorer@msn.com

JOINT
Nav & MC Explosive Ord Disposal Assn, 
San Diego, 6/4-8, Wayne Wright, (661) 
399-2517, wwright1@bak.rr.com; Palau CVE 
122 & MC Air Sqdns, Virginia Beach, VA, 
4/27-30, Harry G. Weldy, (410) 658-6043, 
hweldy@zoominternet.net; Vets (All Branches & 
Eras), Baton Rouge, LA, 5/15-18, Robert L. Miller, 
(225) 749-8520, rlmsob@cox.net

MARINES 
1st Mar Div A Co 1st Bn 7th Rgt (China, WWII), 
Quantico, VA, 4/15-17, Lou Clabeaux, (727) 
399-9276, jrclabeaux@webtv.net; Cbt Vets of 
Iwo Jima, Washington, 2/15-17, Cy O’Brien, 
(800) 722-9501, combatvetiwo@miltours.com

NAVY
58th Seabees, Branson, MO, 4/9-13, Carl Roberts, 
(541) 430-3410, carlsally@msn.com; Ault DD 
698, Branson, MO, 4/30-5/4, Scott McLean, 
(651) 253-3068, encsmclean@aol.com; Bluefish SS 
222/SSN 675, St. Charles, MO, 5/1-3, Gary Tinney, 
(304) 608-2993, blueassn675@comcast.net; 
Boston CA 69/CAG 1/SSN 703, Portland, ME, 
7/10-13, Art Hebert, (603) 672-8772, secretary@
ussboston.org; Chikaskia AO 54, Orlando, 
FL, 4/10-13, Robert Grant, (781) 249-5501, 
bobgrant1942@gmail.com; Conyngham DD 
371/DDG 17, Lincolnshire, IL, 6/4-8, Len Gordon, 
(732) 432-0588, ddggusboat@aol.com; Devosa 
AKA 27 (Nov 1944-April 1946), John Murray, 
(610) 293-6473; Harry E. Hubbard DD 748, 
Baltimore, 4/17-20, Mike Caruccio, (717) 235-5768; 
Horace A. Bass, Laughlin, NV, 4/8-11, Douglas A. 

Hatch, (910) 845-2120, dahatch31@hotmail.com; 
Lawrence DDG 4/DD 250 (All Years), Chicago, 
6/17-22, Craig Bernat, (814) 322-4150, fc1ddg4@
atlanticbb.net; LCC Sqdn (WWII), Scottsdale, 
AZ, 5/4-8, Francis Bergemann, (623) 546-4375; 
Lejeune AP 74, Indianapolis, 6/18-22, Charles 
Miller, (941) 729-5406, chaz@reliable-net.net; 
Macon CA 132, Savannah, GA, 5/24-29, Ted 
Parker, (302) 947-1923, btparker1@msn.com; Mine 
Warfare Assn, Branson, MO, 5/28-31, Victor H. 
Barnaby, (734) 316-2134, barnabyv@comcast.net; 
Ponchatoula AO/TAO 148/AOG 38, Washington, 
6/5-9, Barry Litchfield, (972) 270-1112, 
barrylitchfield@tx.rr.com; Portsmouth CL 102 
(1945-1948), Washington, 5/1-5, Walt Hohner, 
(732) 463-1745, wphohner@aol.com; Postal 
Clerks, Virginia Beach, VA, 6/4-8, Mike Patras, 
(757) 497-9270; Princeton CV/CVA/CVS 37/
LPH 5, Green Bay, WI, 6/9-12, Al Christopherson, 
(920) 846-3542, alverla@ez-net.com; Richard 
S. Edwards DD 950, San Diego, 6/26-29, Jack 
Turley, (540) 856-2575, trlyanch@shentel.net; 
Roanoke CL 145, Jacksonville, FL, 5/1-4, Tom 
Carter, (407) 767-9075, tomtinac@cfl.rr.com; 
Robert H. McCard DD 822, Gettysburg, PA, 
6/18-21, Wendell McElwee, (513) 528-2067, 
wjmac2@fuse.net; Shannon DM 25 (All Eras), 
Savannah, GA, 6/10-13, John K. Duegaw, 
(540) 288-9632, jkduegaw@yahoo.com; Stockton 
DD 646, Portland, OR, 5/26-29, Clarence Nelson, 
(503) 397-1081, nelson5500@comcast.net; Tucson 
CL 98/SSN 770, Norfolk, VA, Clarence L. Decker, 
(215) 365-5873; VC-7 (1950-1956), Nashville, 
TN, 5/2-4, Joe D’Ambrosio, (916) 689-6924, 
joeandterri@softcom.net; VR-21 “Pineapple 
Airlines,” Gainesville, GA, 5/4-9, Ron Kirkland, 
(770) 932-8675, rgseahorse@aol.com; Whetstone 
LSD 27, Charleston, 3/18-22, Everett Ward, 
(910) 790-1995, ekwardjr@aol.com

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 18, AK: Emil Bartolowits, Roger Bock, Francis 

Hanson, Gary Jackinsky, William D. Kvasnikoff, 
Don McHone, Timothy L. Meyer, Jack L. Smart

Post 2, CT: John L. Lasnier, David L. Page
Post 330, FL: Lester P. Baker
Post 273, IA: James Sufficool
Post 35, IL: Lee F. Hornbaker
Post 336, NY: Richard Langone
Post 1367, NY: Frank Alfano, Charles Aloi, Frank 

Aloi, E.K. Anatrudo, Mason Aprile, Robert 
Aprile, Basil Aragona, Paul Arico, William 
Beaver, Paul Besignano, Edward Bianco, 
Patsy Bruno, Michael Buttermark, Anthony 
Campomenosi, Joshua Carlo Sr., Andrew 
Carnegie, Everett Casazza, Edward Colucci, 
Nicholas Colucci, Robert Colucci, Peter Como, 
Edward Compolongo, Cornelius Conway, 
William Cowen, Herbert Crannan Jr., Peter 
Crocco, Daniel Delia, Mario Dianora, Joseph 
Dimilia, Louis Dolci, John Esposito, John Farrell, 
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John Fedorsak, Faust Feline, Anthony Ferrelli, 
Andrew Ferretti, John Ferretti, Timothy Foley, 
Floyd Freeman, William Gagliandi, Frank Gallo, 
Joseph Garofalo, Salvatore Giordano, Charles 
Greinsky, Guido Guidi, Joseph Guinta, Carl 
Guzzi, Paul Hajostek, David Hunter, Robert 
Hunter, Harold Jordan, Girard Koday, Lawrence 
Lee, Carmelo LaMarca, Jim Lindsey, John 
Maggi, Salvatore Maggio, Adolph Malanga, 
John Marangas, James Martin, Robert 
Mathews, Peter Mauro, Vincent Meli, Aldo 
Meraglia, Willam Moffatt, George Moresco, 
Frank Mullane, John Mullins, Joseph Musfari, 
Pellegrino, Nuzzolo, John O’Connor, Nicholas 
Pakidis, Clement Palumbo, John Panarella, 
Salvatore Panepinto, Attilio Perrotta, Edwin 
Petrazzolo, Emanuel Piacentino, Salvatore 
Piacentino, John Piraino, Joseph Pirello, Martin 
Ravotto, Yale Rossett, Dominick Russo, James 
Savaterri, Ferdinand Scarsella, Kerry Schacht, 
Joseph Schiaffino, Albert Scudieri, Peter 
Speroni, Walter Sussuma, Rosario Terrusa, 
Charles Trimarche, Joseph Tucciarone, John 
Weber

Post 1578, NY: Mathew Krier
Post 22, SD: Roger Bjoraker, John H. Wheeler
Post 170, WI: Nicholas Basting, Robert 

Heideman, Robert J. Regan

IN SEARCH OF
1st Recruit Bn Plt 1065 (Parris Island, SC, 

1969), Mike Foster, (207) 375-8111
7th Tng Bn Plt 188, “Gung Ho’s Tent” (Parris 

Island, Feb-May 1951), Alfred J. Martin, 
(904) 744-4302, alfredjmartin@comcast.net 

10th Inf Div 86th Inf Rgt G Co (Schweinfurt, 
Germany, 1955-56), Lou Bortolin, 
(575) 544-2473, loubornor@yahoo.com

26th Inf H Co “Blue Spaders” (Bamberg, 
Germany, 1949-1952), Frank Donato, 
(914) 235-4979

45th Div 180th Inf G Co (Korea, 1950-1952), 
Billy Gene Bruce, (706) 865-7159, 
rackonmisty@windstream.net 

52nd Ftr Wing (1948-1952), Lew Crispell, 
(845) 339-5279, eljacycee@localet.com

65th Bomb Sqdn 43rd Bomb Wing (Davis 
Monthan AFB, Tucson, AZ, 1946-1949), James 
A. Hill, (810) 385-5293, jamesahillm@aol.com

69th Eng Bn (Fort Hood, TX & Vietnam), 
John Riley, (903) 691-3388

133rd AC&W (Alexandria AFB, Sept 1953), 
Mitchell Gramza, (716) 937-9381

151st Trans Det (CHFM) (Bien Hoa, Vietnam, 
Dec 1964-Dec 1965), David A. Spivey, 
(337) 239-2236, chfm151@bellsouth.net

213th Eng Det (Can Tho, Vietnam, May 
1968-May 1969), D. Hunter, (336) 629-2028, 
dhunter16@triad.rr.com

226th QM Bn (Saipan, 1944-1945), Gordon 
Bender, (610) 317-9242

324th Avn Div (Spartan Tower, Bien 
Hoa, Vietnam, 1968-1972), Jim Roberts, 
(724) 228-6015

341st Strat Msl Wing (Malmstrom AFB, MT, 
1974-1978), Gerald Campos, (410) 519-4369, 
gsdcampos@verizon.net

354th Searchlight Bn A Btry (Africa) & A 
Co 255th Cbt Eng (Italy), Pete Tjovaras, 
(706) 738-6362

380th Air Police Cbt Def Sqdn (Plattsburgh, 
AFB, NY, 1963-1967), Jerry Hall, (610) 852-2929, 
jhall@ptd.net 

577th & 72nd Eng (Fort Benning, GA, 1966), 
John Riley, (903) 691-3388

599th FA Bn A Btry (Fort Bragg, NC, Jan-Dec 
1951 & Schwabisch Gmund, Germany, Dec 
1951-May 1952), Moses Moore, (617) 491-7714

620th TCS (Monkey Mtn, Vietnam, 1969-1970), 
Neil Lillie, (715) 263-3200, neil@lillieagency.com

756th AC&W Sqdn Baseball Team (Finland, 
MN, 1952-1954), Richard Tarashuk, 
(908) 273-0706, pattiwatts@aol.com

774th Railway Grand Div (Rome, Italy, 
1944-1946), Chris Christianson, (515) 965-8951

774th Tank Bn C Co M4A5 Sherman Tank 
Crew (Rhine & Ruhr, Germany, 1944-1945), 
Howard Zimmerman, (608) 262-1502, 
zimmerman@chem.wisc.edu

1280th Eng Cbt Bn (1944-1945), Leonard 
Drucker, (847) 564-2813, ldod2020@aol.com

1909th Ord (Harwin, Australia & Philippines, 
1945-1952), Bert Otto, (509) 249-2902

A Btry 6th Msl Bn 61st Arty (Freising, Germany, 
1962-1965), Floyd Drake, (740) 896-3022, 
mcdrakes@aol.com

All Cos 228th Avn Bn (ASH) (Chinook), 1st Cav 
Div (AM) (Fort Benning, GA & Ahn Khe and 
Bien Wa, Vietnam, Aug 1965-Sept 1970), Bill 
Sanford, (636) 627-8852, 1sgtbill@sbcglobal.net

Amphion AR 13 (1962-1964), Matthew G. Powell, 
lorace1@msn.com

B Co (Andrews Barracks, Berlin, Germany, 
1954), Richard Stickrod, (904) 608-3348, 
floridastickrods@bellsouth.net

Baker Btry 92nd AAA Bn (Brize Norton 
AB, England, 1952-1953), Frank Cassell, 
(252) 482-7140, mystery@inteliport.com

Charlie Co 11th Eng Bn 3rd Mar Div (DMZ Area, 
1967-1969), Gene Spanos, (708) 369-3606, 
watchcmdr1@sbcglobal.net

Det 2 Personnel Proc (Prestwick AB, Scotland, 
1955-1956), Jerry Walker, (941) 743-7143, 
reklaw33@yahoo.com

Det 3 3rd RRU 1st Bde 101st Abn Div (Vietnam, 
1965-1966), Steve Eicherly, (714) 290-9039, 
seicherly@sbcglobal.net

Eisenhower CVN 69 Deck Dept (1980-1985), 
James R. Morrow, (402) 462-8753

Football Teams (Landstuhl AB, Germany, 
1957-1958 & Ramstein AB, Germany, 
1958-1959), Richard Milotte, (239) 561-9451, 
lucky5192@aol.com

Heli Crew Chiefs 8th Trans Bn 580th Trans 
Co (Fort Bragg, NC, 1954-1955), Les Knight, 
(352) 686-9391

HQ & HQ Co 1st Bn 32nd Armd (Friedberg, 
Germany, 1966-1968), Gentry Cohran, 
(770) 459-6496, cohrans@earthlink.net

HS7 Heli ASW Sqdn (Norfolk, VA NAS, 
1956-1957), Vince Cervone, (631) 878-1965, 
zontnick@yahoo.com 

Miles C. Fox DD 829 (Brooklyn, NY, 1971-1974), 
Greg Micjan, (724) 938-3436

Pac Flt Cbt Camera Grp (1951-1954), Larry R. 
Dylina, (909) 825-2389, lrdylina@juno.com

Plt 171 (Parris Island, June-Sept 1957), Dick 
Leitte, (763) 753-2228, leitte8@aol.com

Plt 1004 (Parris Island, Sept-Dec 1958), Bob 
Moore, (863)674-0610  

Shipley Bay CVE 85 (Okinawa Coast, May 
1945), Darwin K. Williams, (661) 213-4287 

Staff Co A Radio & Cable Unit GHQ FEC 
(1949-1954), James Sheil, (314) 863-5072

Trp Ships MS Bloemfontein & SS Typhoon 
(1943-1946), Bob Wolfe, (305) 275-4661

YOG-76/YTB-394, F.T. Frost, (805) 481-4354, 
fgbfrosty@sbcglobal.net

TAPS 
John W. Johnston, Dept. of Illinois. Nat’l Legis. 

Cmsn. Memb. 1994-2000 and Nat’l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1999-2000. 

Frank Piampiano Sr., Dept. of New Jersey. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1971-1972, Nat’l Children & Youth 
Cmsn. Memb. 1972-1981, Nat’l Rehab. Cmsn. 
Advisory Board Memb. 1972-1973, Nat’l 
Children & Youth Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1973-1974, 
1976-1978 and 1979-1981, and Nat’l Children & 
Youth Cmsn. Chmn. 1974-1975.

Lawrence G. Smith, Dept. of Pennsylvania. 
Nat’l Pilgrimage Cmte. Memb. 1965-1967, Nat’l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 1966-1967, 
1973-1974 and 1979-1981, Nat’l Americanism 
Cncl. Memb. 1971-1972, Nat’l Americanism Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1977-1983, Dept. Cmdr. 1984-1985, 
Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 1985-1990, Nat’l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1986-1988 and Nat’l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1988-1994. 

If you’re tired of the noise, fumes, and hard-
to-start hassles of gas mowers, you owe it to
yourself to learn about the NEUTON®

Battery-Powered Mower...

YES! Please send me your FREE Catalog and DVD
all about the more pleasant and easier-to-use NEUTON®

Mower, including details on how I can now receive a
FREE grass bagger!
Name _______________________________________

Address ______________________________________

City _________________ State ____ ZIP ___________

E-mail_______________________________________
NEUTON® Power Equipment, Dept. 60141X
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT  05491
www.neutonmowers.com

AML

NEUTON®...the
Cleaner, Quieter,
Easier Way to Mow!
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TOLL-FREE 1-800-716-1476

CLEANER than gas-powered mowers because
the NEUTON® uses exhaust-free rechargeable bat-
tery power. No more gas spills, or messing with
checking and changing the oil!

QUIETER! The average gas mower operates
at an ear-splitting 85 decibels! The 
NEUTON® produces one-quarter the noise!

EASIER TO USE! Instead of the
effort of pull-starting your gas mower,
the NEUTON® starts with a gentle
squeeze of its handlebar. 
And, at half the weight of 
most gas mowers, it’s half
the work to operate!

MOWS AN 
HOUR ON A 
SINGLE CHARGE!

Try it for 6 Months Risk-Free!

S a v e 6 0 % —

1980 U.S. Proof Set,
As Low As $9.95

Save up to $15 on this dazzling 6-coin
set (reg. $25). Included are finest-quality
cent, nickel, dime, quarter, half dollar
and dollar proofs. Deep-struck, frosted
engravings and mirror backgrounds. Now
over a quarter-century old. We’re slashing
our regular price for this introductory
offer. Set: $10.95 (#15204). 3 for $29.85
($9.95 each). Limit 3 per household.
New customers only. Add $2 postage.
30-Day No-Risk Home Examination:
Money-Back Guarantee. NO un-
ordered “on approval” coins sent. To
order by credit card call toll-free. Or
send a check or money order to:

International Coins & Currency
62 Ridge St., Dept. 4851
Montpelier, VT 05602
1-800-451-4463Order at

www.iccoin.net (many more great deals) 4851
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LEGION SHOPPER
Tell The World YOU Served

Military Rings- All Branches
1000’s of styles to choose from

starting at $149
TJ Jewelry

857 E. White Mountain Blvd.
Pinetop, AZ  85935

1-800-544-9706          www.tjjewelry.com

SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: Ms. 
Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott Company, Inc., 
626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
(213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All 
classified advertising is payable in advance  by check 
or credit card. Please make remittance payable to 
“The American Legion Magazine.”  RATES: $35 per 
word. Count street addresses and box numbers 
as two words; all city, state and zip codes as three 
words. 3 word minimum. CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must be 
received 60 days before cover date of issue desired. 
All advertisements are accepted at the discretion of 
the publisher.

APPAREL
SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slipTM” clip. Catalog, (800) 
700-4515, www.suspenders.com.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS
CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife’s 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 
produce 1-6LPM continuously.  Runs in home, car, 
even overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL

www.BeholdJesus.org.

ONLINE COUPONS for veterans, 
www.militarycoupons.com.

PERSONALS

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625.

REUNION PLANNERS

REUNION ACCESSORIES BROCHURE, (800) 208-6804.

WWW.KILROYSCLOSET.COM.

TRAVEL/RECREATION

VIETNAM, www.vietnamtravelmate.com.

R.V. OWNERS. Visit website: www.rvsaddle.com.

WANTED

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167.

GUITARS, (800) 451-9728.

CLASSIFIED

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   JANUARY 200862

Save Up To 70%
Hearing Aids! Free Catalog!

P O Box A-3976 Chicago, Il. 60690

1-800-462-5778
Monroe Hearing

●   H AT   P I N S   ●     M E D A L S  ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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Dept. 3386 • 125 Rhoades Lane
Hendersonville, Tennessee 37075

1-800-974-6233 Ext. 3386 • www.4wc.com/ 3386

2 SEAT BIKE
DRIVES LIKE A CAR

• Easy to Pedal
• Multi-Speed
• 1, 2 & 4 Seaters
• Optional Electric Motor FREE BROCHURE

VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative
Without Prescription!

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg     $89.95
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00   $129.95
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00   $179.95

Order Today 24 HR Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

          1-888-527-0870 ext AL-2. 

or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902

Free 
Shipping!

Supplies 
Limited!

WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM

STRONGER
THAN

TOLL
FREE

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Co.
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MEN
,
SWIDE SHOES

FREE catalog
200 styles

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC.
Dept. 5J Hingham, MA 02043

1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com

EEE-EEEEEE
SIZES 5-15

Call today for a FREE color
catalog of over 150 eye-catching
Classic Military Rings, plus a
Special Report you should read
before buying any service ring:
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-1207,
Hannibal MO 63401.
www.ClassicRings.com

Code A-1207

A Proud Symbol
of Your Service

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL108, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348

Call 800•223•4103

Earn $25–$100 Per Hour
Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 16¢ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only $74.95 $29.95, receive
everything you need to 
make your first ten
21/4" buttons. Request your
FREE catalog or order today!

www.badgeaminit.com

U . S .  M I L I TARY M EDAL S  &  R I BBO N S

CUSTOM BALL CAPS - NAVY SHIP CAPS

FREE COLOR CATALOG!
FREE SHIPPING!

TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062
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VETS SUPPLY LINE
10550 CO RD 81, #218

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com

HEARING AIDSHEARING AIDS
UP TOUP TO  60% SAVINGS60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
 ● ALL MAKES & MODELS ● TERMS ARRANGED
 ● 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ● ALL MAKE REPAIRS

● CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS ●  

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL 61110
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

®

• Medals
•Displays
•Patches
•Badges

 
FREE Color 

Catalog

With This They Will
Remember Forever

Medals of 
America 1-800-486-1651
Shop  www.usmedals.com
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There’s no time like the present. 
But a couple of minutes ago bore 
a striking similarity.

TWO BROTHERS were walking home 
from Sunday School, each deep in his own 
thoughts. Finally, one boy said, “What do 
you think about all that devil stuff we 
learned today?” 

The other replied thoughtfully, “Well, 
you know how Santa Claus turned out. 
The devil’s probably just Dad in 
disguise, too.”

AN ELDERLY COUPLE sat in their porch 
rockers watching a beautiful sunset and reminisc-
ing about the good old days. Suddenly, she turned 
to him and said, “Honey, do you remember when 
we fi rst started dating and how you would just 
casually reach over and take my hand?” 

The man looked over at her, smiled and oblig-
ingly took her aged hand in his. 

With a wry little smile, his wife spoke again. 
“Honey, do you remember how after we were 
engaged, you’d sometimes lean over and surprise 
me with a kiss on the cheek?” 

The man slowly leaned over and gave her a soft 
kiss on her wrinkled cheek. 

Growing bolder still, his wife said, “Honey, do 
you remember how, after we were fi rst married, 
you’d kind of nibble on my ear?” 

The man rose from his rocker and headed into 
the house. Confused, the woman asked, “Where 
are you going?”

“To get my teeth!” he yelled.

AN OLDER WOMAN knocked on the door of her 
daughter’s house, and her grandson answered the 
door. “Hi, Grandma!” the boy said. “Daddy saw 
you coming and said you’re all he needs!” 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES
• Tire shop: “Invite us to your next blowout.”
• Church: “Salvation guaranteed, or your sins 
cheerfully refunded.”
• Auto-body shop: “May we have the next dents?”
• Butcher’s window: “The best of the wurst.”
• Pizza shop: “We knead the dough.”
• Septic-tank truck: “Yesterday’s meals on wheels.”
• Hotel: “We need inn-experienced people.”
• Taxidermist’s window: “We know our stuff.”
• Towing company: “We don’t charge an arm and 
a leg. We want tows.”

“Your estimate runneth over.”

“Herb? My wife and I discussed it, and we’re going 
to spend some quality time together today.”

“They’re hard to control in meetings, 
but they sure beat the hell out of a power tie.”
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FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing.

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras,

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers.

Asbestos
Cancer Hits

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm
“Defeating Today’s Goliaths”

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma
patients, please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.
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